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E veryone has their talents and
strengths, and the Umiversity of

Macau (UM) 1s a stage where students

can achieve their full potential. As the
saying goes: ‘One person can go fast,
but a group of people can go farther’.
There are many outstanding students

at UM who excel 1n their studies and

in other areas. In this 1ssue of My UM,
we 1nterviewed several students who
shared stories of their friends who have
inspired them on their journey through

the university.

Good Partners at Debate
Competitions

Emon Zhou, a fourth-year student in the

Department of Government and Public

Administration and a member of Lui1
Che Woo College (LCWC), belongs

to the UM English Debating Team.
According to Zhou, the team training 1s
very demanding, but she 1s very happy
to have met many outstanding debaters,
including her good partner, Kiki Liew,

a third-year mathematics major from
Malaysia, who 1s a member of Shiu Pong
College. They are both passionate about
debating and have achieved good results
together at many international debate
competitions. (continue reading on page
2&3)
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They say that whenever

they encountered a problem
during a debate, the key to
their success was effective
communication. Liew believes
that the members of the team
are very united and have a
good team spirit. She says:
“Whether working with the
debate team or 1n private,

I value Emon as a friend
who can discuss and resolve
problems while we experience growth together on

campus.’

Zhou says: ‘Even though I was 1n Malaysia and could
not return to Macao for classes, the team provided me
with a lot of support, such as discussing and practising
with each other on the internet,’ says Zhou. ‘Last

year, during the epidemic, we were ranked among the
top ten debaters at both the United Asian Debating
Championship and the Northeast Asian Debate

Championship held online.’

Cultivating Rapport in the Volleyball
Team
The UM Women’s Volleyball Team has won many
awards, including a gold medal at the Macao Intervarsity
Volleyball Championship for six
' consecufive years. Iva Hong, a
first-year pre-school education
major in the Faculty of Education
and a member of LCWC, was
awarded a scholarship under the
UM Outstanding Student-Athletes
Admission Scheme when she
applied to UM last year. During
her freshman year, she joined the
Women’s Volleyball Team and met
a wonderful group of teammates.
She says, “Volleyball 1s a sport
that emphasises teamwork. So 1t 1s

very important to cultivate rapport

Iva Hong (9™ from left) and Megan Wong (7™ from right) are very close to their coach and teammates

Lo ' MIEMMEEunice 2ERFHNBERE I L&
B> Eunice A ERR B EHFAMMRLZ 2 S EH
AR 8> &2 IE R 1 it X6 7257 > Euniceff 55
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among team members. We have a
very good atmosphere 1n the team
and we respect one another when
discussing tactics, even if we have

different views.’

On the volleyball team, Hong met Megan Wong, who
1s also a member of the same RC and a student in the
Department of Finance and Business Economics. After
practising and spending time with each other for the
past six months, they have become good friends and

volleyball partners.
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Lo Weng Lam (left) and Eunice Lei

On the volleyball team, Wong 1s the blocker and Hong
the attacker, so they must always cooperate with each
other. Wong says, ‘When we have weaknesses 1n our
defense or our offense fails, we instantly communicate
to figure out the best way to deal with 1t, such as how

to change the tempo or the timing of our offense.’

As the team leader, Wong observes the cooperation
among team members and corrects problems 1n a timely
manner. Hong recalls that when she joined the volleyball
team, her first impression of Wong was that she was
very serious about training. ‘But later I found out that
while Megan was strict, she was also caring. She would
encourage us not to lose heart when our morale was low.

I have learned a lot from her,” Hong says.

Progressing Together in the
Chinese Orchestra

Shirley N1 of Moon Chun Memorial College and
Lorraine Yang of Cheng Yu Tung College are both
second-year students in the Faculty of Arts and
Humanities. Their friendship began 1n the Chinese
Orchestra. A history major, N1 says that the atmosphere
of the Chinese Orchestra 1s very harmonious, with
members always
encouraging each other

to improve as a team.

In the orchestra, N1 and
Yang, an English major,
hit 1t off immediately and
gradually became close
friends. N1 says: “When
practising difficult pieces,
I help Lorraine beat the
rhythm to help her improve
her sense of rhythm, and
she also finds videos of
accompaniment lessons on
the internet and practises

with me.’

N1 feels inspired by
Yang’s seriousness and (512 (15) RAB Rk

commitment, both in

practicing her musical

skills and 1n her studies. Yang
also appreciates Ni’s boldness
in taking actions and seizing
opportunities. Now they are
both vocalists in the Chinese
Orchestra and continue to
learn from each other and

improve together.

Good Partners in
the HC

Lo Weng Lam and Eunice Le1
have known each other for
seven years. Having been 1n
the same class at Sacred Heart
Canossian College (English
Section), both now belong

to the Honours College. Lo

1s a second-year student 1n
the Department of Computer
and Information Science,
while Lei 1s a second-year
student 1n the Department

of Integrated Resort and
Tourism Management. Although they study in different
departments, they take a number of general education
courses together and are currently working together 1n

the HC Student Association to plan activities.

Lo says she appreciates Le1’s self-discipline in her
studies. She says: ‘During lectures, Eunice listens
carefully and takes copious notes. This attitude rubs off
on those around her.” She adds that Lei1 1s meticulous

in everything she does. For instance, in preparing for

a group presentation, Le1 would assign tasks and set
deadlines for each team member, and would retouch the

report later.

Le1 says: ‘Lo 1s very confident and 1s very good at
extending to different topics when talking with others.
She 1s also very active 1n putting forward 1deas at HC
Student Association cabinet meetings.’ In addition,
they are both active in the House Associations 1n their
respective RCs and share their experience in organising

college activities from time to time.

Shirley Ni (left) and Lorraine Yang
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UM’s Centre for Macau Studies and Department

of Economics have released the 2021 Macao
Macroeconomic Forecast. According to the forecast,
the baseline forecast of Macao’s economic growth
are between 21.4 per cent and 33.5 per cent; the
baseline forecast of the growth in the exports

of services are between 53.4 per cent and 82.1

per cent; the unemployment rate 1s projected to
decline; government revenue (reimbursement from
government reserve excluded) 1s projected to be

between MOP 59.3 billion and MOP 73.9 billion.

B B2 17 LR 2 8035 B 70 LU H 18 3 5" XX (Explaining
urban economic governance: The City of Macao) £ 5
NEESFERPEBMREFTARE (AXHLEHRZ)
PEREEZFRXE_Fiko

A research article titled ‘Explaining Urban Economic
Governance: The City of Macao’, by Sheng L1, a

full professor 1n the Department of Government and
Public Administration, stood out from a vast number
of entries across the country and won a second prize
in the research paper category of the Eighth Award for
Outstanding Achievements in Scientific Research in

Higher Education (Humanities and Social Sciences).
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Agnes Lam, an associate professor in the Department
of Communication and director of the university’s
Centre for Macau Studies, received a second prize

at the Eighth Award for Outstanding Scientific
Research in Higher Education (Humanities and
Social Sciences), with her book The Beginning of
the Modern Chinese Press History — Macao Press

History 1557-1840.
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Zhu Haibin, a doctoral student in the Faculty of Science
and Technology, won a second prize at the Fourth
National Academic Forum for Doctoral Students in
Statistics held in Guangzhou. He was the only PhD

student from Macao to receive an award at this event.

THE2E2HFRIEFZTREET AR ESEMBHIRH
BEARMNBEAEN20200FE2E AS2 4L HERE
HEIRAMY BEE2E _FR BREEZ4%

A team of undergraduate students received a second
prize at the 2020 Contemporary Undergraduate
Mathematical Contest in Modeling in China. The
UM team was comprised of three students, namely
Gao Houpu, Tian Yuan, and Yan Jia. They were led
by Associate Professor Liu Zhi in the Department
of Mathematics. Only about 4 per cent of the teams
received first or second prizes at the competition.
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UM Alumnus Chan Keng Lim
A Beacon of Light for Students
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Chan Keng Lim wants to be a beacon of light to his students
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Chan Keng Lim is grateful to UM for guiding him to achieve
his dream career

[EditOl”S NOte] This year marks

the 40™ anniversary of the University of Macau

(UM). Over the past four decades, the university

has attained numerous achievements in the fields of
human resources training, scientific research, and
social services, and has made significant contributions
to the development of Macao society. My UM will
share a series of UM members’ stories of how they
pursued their dreams in the company of UM.

ANV E People's Stories

UM Alumnus
Chan Keng

Lim spent 15
years at UM
completing his
foundation studies,
bachelor’s degree,
postgraduate
cerfificate in
education,
master’s degree,
and doctoral
degree. The
university has
accompanied him
in his growth from
a young student to
a teacher, and he
1s grateful to his
alma mater. He
says: ‘The most
important thing
UM has taught me
1s the true meaning

of education - to be a light to students.’

Great Professors in College

A graduate of Pu1 Ching Middle School Macau (PCMS),
Chan enrolled 1n the foundation programme at UM

in 1994 and was accepted 1nto the civil engineering
programme the following year. ‘Many of the civil
engineering professors at that time were elites who had
come back from top universities overseas to contribute to
Macao, including Prof Iu Vai Pan, Prof
Mok Kai1 Meng, and Prof Wang Zhishu.
Prof Wang was the teacher who had
the greatest influence on me during my
undergraduate studies,’ says Chan.

Chan has a distinct memory of his
student life on the campus. ‘In those
days, the results of every experiment
done 1n the laboratory had to be
verified over and over again,’ he says.
‘I had to go back and forth to verify the
results of every experiment I did in the
laboratory. Every teacher I met at the
university has had a great influence on
me and became a beacon of light in my .
life, showing me that as long as I have
the perseverance and determination to
overcome difficulties, I will eventually

achieve my dreams.’

Scientific Literacy Survey Data’. ‘I am particularly
grateful to my PhD supervisor, Prof Cheung Kwok
Cheung, for inspiring me to be bold 1n my assumptions
about the data and to keep asking, “If this approach
doesn't work, can we try another one?”” His guidance has
benefited me a lot not only in my research, but also in my

teaching,’ says Prof Chan.

‘Education is my true vocation.’

After graduating with a bachelor’s degree, Chan first
worked as a science and mathematics teacher in various
local secondary schools before coincidentally returning
to his alma mater, PCMS, to teach. Having taught at
PCMS for many years, he 1s committed to educating
students with heart and soul, and after becoming the
principal of the school 1n 2014, he felt an even greater
sense of responsibility. ‘My master’s thesis was on
multiple intelligences, and my research 1n this area
helped me to understand how to observe and appreciate
students from different perspectives,” he says. ‘For many
years 1n education, I have been practising what I learned
at the university. I believe that every student has a unique
talent and if they are not good at this, can they be good at
something else? As an educator, my most important task
1s to be a light to guide students so that they can follow
the right path 1n their lives.’

These words are from the bottom of Chan’s heart, as
he has been working in the field of education for many
years. In his teaching career, he has met many young
people and has found that many of them do not know
what they want 1n life, or what they want to do 1n the

future. He often encourages his students with his own

[
J
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Chan Keng Lim (front row, right) was involved in a research project in
the Educational Testing and Research Assessment Centre during his
doctoral studies. His mentor and director of the centre, Prof Cheung Kwok

Cheung, is on the left in the front row.

Unforgettable Years of
PhD Studies

After graduating from college 1n 1999, Chan found

that he was very interested 1n education and decided

to teach 1n a secondary school while studying for a
masters’ degree in the Faculty of Education, with the
ambition of making teaching his lifelong career. During
his postgraduate studies, he met another mentor who
had a profound influence on his life, Prof Cheung Kwok
Cheung. He explains: ‘The most unforgettable and
difficult time of my life was during my doctoral studies,
when I had to face a heavy teaching load during the day
and attend classes and do research at night. The stress
of feeling that I was 1n a race against time was simply
beyond words.’

Chan graduated with a PhD degree in 2012, becoming the
first graduate of UM’s PhD programme 1n education. His
PhD thesis was fitled ‘A Study of Educational Equity of
Macao Basic Education Through Analyses of PISA2006

experiences. He says: ‘Students should learn and try
different things while they are young, read more, increase
their knowledge and develop their interests. Don't be
afraid of difficulties and setbacks, and even 1if you fail,
you must learn from your mistakes. Every success 1s
built on countless failures!’

Grateful for Mentors’ Guidance

This year marks the 40® anniversary of the university.

Chan says: ‘I owe my dream job
to the mentors who have guided
me through my career. I hope that
my alma mater will continue to
develop and innovate 1n the future,

and become a cradle for the world’s

top researchers to pursue their
dreams and a national base for talent
development.’




'd H5E / APRIL 2021

]:E #E ﬂ-l_:! LEHER DR A AR E R 5558« & 88 E 2110 F o 1% = B Ef prs_publication@um.edu.moe
: Share your creative works with us in this column (photos, poems, calligraphy works, paintings and other forms of artworks are all welcome)
UM's Got Ta |e nt by emailing to prs.publication@um.edu.mo.
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Festivals In Spring

The Spring Festival ushers in the best season of the year. Accompanying the cozy weather are seasonal festivals celebrated by people all over the world. Worldwide,
we celebrate Women’s Day. Nationwide, Qingming Festival, also known as Tomb-Sweeping Day, 1s observed to show reverence to one’s ancestors. In the west, Easter

1s the most important season in spring, echoing the significance of spring in that they both mark the beginning of a new cycle.

With great cultural significance, both Qingming and Easter are festivals with culture-specific traditions, representative of the East and the West. The former originated
from the Cold Food Festival which commemorates a nobleman during the Spring and Autumn Period. The latter, which 1s the principal festival of the Christian church,

celebrates the Resurrection of Jesus Christ on the third day after the Crucifixion.

Qingming 1s when Chinese people traditionally visit ancestral tombs to perform Confucian filial piety. The young and old alike kowtow to offer prayers before
tombstones, burn joss sticks, sweep the tombs and offer food, tea and wine 1n memory of the ancestors. Traditionally, a family will burn spirit money and paper
replicas of material goods such as cars, homes, and phones. In Chinese culture, 1t 1s believed that people still need all of those things 1n the afterlife. The holiday 1s

assoclated with the consumption of gingtuan, green dumplings made of glutinous rice and Chinese mugwort.

Although Easter 1s a religious holiday, 1t also has secular associations with an Easter Bunny, which 1s said to lay the eggs as well as decorate and hide them. Saturday
1s traditionally spent decorating Easter eggs while Sunday 1s reserved for egg hunting. Other traditions involve parents telling their children that eggs and other

treats, such as chocolate eggs or rabbits, have been delivered by the Easter Bunny in an Easter basket, which children find waiting for them when they wake up. Many
families observe the religious aspects of Easter by attending Sunday Mass or services in the morning and enjoy a feast or party in the afternoon. Some families have a

traditional Sunday roast, often of either roast lamb or ham together with Easter breads such as Simnel cake.
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Have You Visited Our University Gallery?
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The exterior of the University Gallery The University Gallery displays UM’s major milestones

I his year marks the 40™ anniversary of the University of
Macau (UM). We may learn about UM’s past and present
in the University Gallery (E1) near the university library!

The first exhibit you will see as you step into the gallery is a

model of the UM campus, which provides a clear view of the

layout of all the buildings. The gallery also displays UM’s
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many historic milestones and academic achievements, including

E
research results produced by UM {faculty m\‘_‘::-
LN T
members and students over the years. > § e,
< '# i =

After the visit, you could head to the

library plaza to pose for selfies with a new AR
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logo installation celebrating UM’s 40® (R E EEARATRRS The gallery displays research outcomes of

A new photo spot outside the university library UM faculty members and students

anniversary!
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UM Reporters’ Column
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Launched by the Communications Office in 2012, the UM Reporter Programime aims to provide students with a platform to develop journalistic skills.
This column 1s dedicated to publishing UM Reporters' articles.

Students Serve as Young Leaders for Community Safety

¥ Chinese & English | BG4 M e 2 BB G F 1R X F Senior UM Reporter Charlotte Lin, UM Reporter Aki Xu
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Ilvan Pun

8

S tudents of the University of Macau (UM) are
contributing to community safety, as members of
the Young Leaders for Community Safety Programme
organised by the Judiciary Police (PJ) of Macao. Through
a series of training sessions, visits, and promotional
activities, the students have learned how to prevent

and eradicate crime, and have experienced significant
personal growth as well.

Spreading Crime Prevention
Knowledge

Kiki Lao, a fourth-year student of secondary education
(Chinese) and 1n Shiu Pong College, says the programme
has helped her better understand society, discover

her self-worth, contribute to the community, and has
boosted her courage. “When promoting knowledge about
crime prevention, I learned how to 1dentify dangerous
situations and protect myself,” says Lao. ‘As one of the
young leaders, I start to pay more attention to things
around me. I would raise a red flag to my family and
friends when they encounter suspected fraudsters
because I have learned how to i1dentify frauds in the
programine.’

La1 Ka Chon, a third-year student of secondary
education (mathematics) in Chao Kuang Piu College,
says he has made friends with many positive people
in the programme.
Thanks to the training
sessions, he has
improved his public
speaking skills and
eloquence . ‘In a
crisis negotiation
lesson, the instructor
and the students

took turns playing

F8:={& Lai KaChon

the roles of a person

attempting suicide

and a negotiator,” says Lai1. ‘After the role-playing, I
came to understand what might lead someone to commut
suicide and learned how to avoid putting myself 1n that
unfortunate situation. I hope to be a bridge to pass on
the knowledge of crime prevention and elimination to
people around me.’

Exerting Peer Influence
Ivan Pun, a second-year student in the Department

of Sociology and Cheng Yu Tung College, says that

he joined the programme out of a sense of civic
responsibility. As a member of the programme, he
visited public departments, including PJ stations, the
Fire Services Bureau, and the Correctional Services
Bureau to learn about their operations and acquire
knowledge about the prevention of different crimes,
such as arson, assault, and cybercrime. He also picked
up some useful communication skills in the lectures and

B Photo | R A ER - HEEWG M7 HA A B R UM Reporters Virginia Deng & Ashley Kam, with some provided by the Judiciary Police

joined an activity in Guangxi for poverty alleviation
and education, which was organised by the PJ. All these
experiences have helped him grow and he has become
more cheerful and confident in expressing himself.

Pun hopes to continue to exert peer influence 1n terms
of crime prevention and elimination. ‘As a member of
the programme, I want to raise the awareness about
crime prevention and elimination among my peers. Peer
influence can sometimes be a more effective way to

promote knowledge and 1deas,’ says Pun.

Participants spread knowledge about the prevention
of phone frauds to the public

FESEFmAEVIERH
Participants learn about the harmful effects of drug
addition
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My UM aims to cover interesting stories about ordinary UM
members we work or study with. If you happen to know
such stories, please feel free to share with us.
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