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UM Students: We All Love Learning Languages
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f learning a foreign language is on
your New Year Resolution List, then

you’ve come to the right place. Apart
from courses in English, Chinese, and

Portuguese, the three most commonly

spoken languages in Macao, UM also
offers courses in a variety of other
languages, such as French, Spanish,
German, and Japanese. In this issue, we
interview four students who are learning
different languages. They share with us
how studying at UM helps them develop

an interest in language.

French: A Romantic
Language

Many people know English to be an
international language. But did you

know French is also an international

language? French is used by nearly 300
million people in the world. Moreover,
French and English were selected as

the ‘working languages’ at the United
Nations. Angel Ii, a second-year student
in the Department of Accounting and
Information Management, is currently
studying an elementary course in French.
She has never learned French before, but
has heard many people say that France is

the most romantic country in the world

and French is the most beautiful language.

(continue reading on page 2 & 3)
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UM is where Angel Ji started learning French
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Frida Wu developed an interest in German culture in high
school. She is currently learning German.
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For Ji, pronunciation is the most interesting yet
difficult part of learning French. She says, ‘French
and English are very different in this respect. When
you first hear French words, you find them fun and
interesting, but when you try to pronounce them, you

will find it very difficult.’

She is working hard to overcome this challenge.
Apart from being an attentive student in class, she
has found a French-learning website to practise
listening and speaking. She also watches French films

to acquaint herself with French culture.

French is the official language in more than 20
countries around the world. Ji appreciates the many
opportunities for overseas exchange programmes UM
provides for students and hopes that her knowledge
of French will be helpful for when she studies in a

French-speaking country.

The Challenge of Learning German

German is another popular choice among UM
students. Frida Wu, a third-year student in the
Department of Economics, developed a strong
interest in German football, architecture, culture,
and customs in high school. Before joining UM, she
already studied online German courses for beginners.
Recently, she enrolled herself in an elementary

German course at UM.

Wu says German word order is painfully complicated
because the verb is the only word with a fixed
position in a sentence. This creates an enormous
challenge, which motivates her to devote more time

and energy to studying grammar.

Many German words come from other languages such
as English. Although these loan words retain the same
spellings, they are pronounced very differently than in
the original languages. To make matters worse, some
German words are pronounced differently in different
contexts, with no set rules to follow. To develop a feel
for the language, Wu tries to create an environment that
is conducive to language learning. For instance, she
listens to German songs and watches German films in

order to learn word usage within context.
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German is spoken by nearly 100 million people

in the world, and it is the official language in six
European countries. Before learning German at UM,
Wu visited three of these countries, namely Germany,
Switzerland, and Fiirstentum Liechtenstein. ‘It’s a
pity that I could only communicate with the locals

in English back then,’ she says. ‘I hope when I visit
other German-speaking countries such as Austria, I
will be able to have simple conversations with the

locals in German.’

A Good Spanish Teacher

Claire Zhao is a fourth-year Chinese education major
in the Faculty of Education and a member of Chao
Kuang Piu College. She has taken multiple language
courses at UM, including courses in German,
Portuguese, French, and Spanish. Of the four
languages, the one that most interests her is Spanish,

which she has been studying for three semesters.

Spanish is spoken by more than 500 million people
around the world. In terms of the number of native
speakers, it is second only to Mandarin. It is the
main language used in about 20 countries, including
Spain, Mexico, and Argentina. Interestingly, what
drove Zhao to learn the language was not its
practical use, but her desire to better understand

the Spanish songs of her favourite singer Sarah
Brightman. ‘She is from the United Kingdom, but
she has sung many beautiful Spanish songs. In order
to better understand her songs, I told myself that I
simply must learn Spanish,’ she says.

Interest goes a long way in language learning, but
having a good teacher is equally important. Zhao
feels most fortunate that she has such a teacher,
Nuno. ‘Nuno always upload the learning materials

to UMMoodle before a class. In class, he goes
through the learning materials while highlighting
and explaining the key points for us,” says Zhao.
According to Zhao, the best thing about Nuno’s class
is teacher-student interaction. Nuno often divides
students into several groups and assigns a different
topic to each group for discussion. He himself also
participates in these group discussions. ‘This kind of
communication allows us to practice what we have
learned, thereby helping us
gain a better understanding of

the knowledge,’ says Zhao.

Under Nuno’s patient
guidance, Zhao became more
and more confident in her
ability to learn Spanish. She
plans to continue with Spanish
studies after graduating from
UM, hopefully through teaching
Chinese to children in Spanish-
speaking countries. ‘If my wish
comes true, I will be able to
gain a deeper understanding of
Spanish culture and promote

Chinese culture at the same

Strong Interest in Learning
Japanese

UM’s Centre for Japanese Studies offers a bachelor’s
degree in Japanese studies for Japanese-major
students and Japanese language courses for students
from other departments. Coral Liu, a third-year
student in the Department of Mathematics, is

one such student. Liu says she decided to learn
Japanese for a simple reason: to prepare for when
she visits Japan as a tourist. But now she realises
that proficiency in Japanese will likely give her

a competitive edge on the job market, given the

increasing trade cooperation between China and Japan.
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Claire Zhao has been studying Spanish for three
semesters at UM

In class, her teacher explains Japanese culture as well
as the different communication styles of Japanese and
Chinese. Today, when she comes across a Japanese
student on campus, she can only communicate in
English or talk in simple Japanese phrases. ‘But I
have a strong interest in learning
Japanese, so I will keep learning,’

she says.
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Coral Liu believes proficiency in Japanese will give her a competitive edge

time,’ she says.
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UM has appointed Prof Michael Hui as its vice rector
(academic affairs), following a rigorous global search process.
A renowned marketing scholar and former pro-vice-chancellor/
vice-president at the Chinese University of Hong Kong, Prof
Hui has rich experience in teaching, research, and management.
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UM’s State Key Laboratory of Quality Research in Chinese
Medicine (QRCM Lab) has launched a new book on
macrofungi in Macao. Co-authored by Li Shaoping, deputy
director and Distinguished Professor of the QRCM Lab
and Associate Professor Zhao Jing, the book took 15 years
to complete and focuses on the varieties, distribution, and
characterstics of macrofungi in Macao. It is expected to
provide scientific basis for the study and the utilisation of
macrofungi, as well as environmental protection in Macao.
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Two research studies from UM’s Institute of Chinese
Medical Sciences, one about an artificial heparin receptor
and the other about a novel nano-platform, were both

ranked among the top 40 and received the Best Prizes
ChemCompetition at the 18% Asian Chemical Congress

and the 20* General Assembly of the Federation of Asian
Chemical Societies. One feature of the first study was ranked
among the top 10 and received the Best of the Best Prizes
ChemCompetition.
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Three master’s students of the Faculty of Science and
Technology, namely Jiang Xinyu, Dong Jiamei, and Guo
Guoxiang, won a first prize at the 16® National Postgraduate
Mathematical Modelling Contest, ranking the team among
the top 1 per cent of the 14,014 contesting teams. The

team was led by Prof Vong Chi Man, associate head of the
Department of Computer and Information Science.
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The Centre for Constitutional Law and Basic Law Studies
and the Educational Research Centre have become the
official partners of two key research centres under the
Ministry of Education in the field of humanities and social
sciences, namely the Center for Studies of Constitutional and
Admuinistrative Law at Peking University and the Centre for
Teacher Education Research at Beijing Normal University.
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UM has inaugurated the Hengqin branch of its three state

key laboratories. This signals UM’s growing involvement in
technological mnovation in the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao
Greater Bay Area. In addition, UM will help the Hengqin
Intelligent Computing Platform establish its Macao branch.
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Prof Sandel and his wife visit Macao for the first time in 2008
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T odd Lyle Sandel, an associate professor in the
Department of Communication, is an American
scholar who speaks fluent Mandarin. He admires
traditional Chinese culture and has a deep understanding
of the Chinese society and the Chinese ways to
communicate. ‘I think of myself as half American and
half Chinese,” he says.

Passionate about Chinese Culture

Prof Sandel once had an interesting phone conversation
in which he spoke Mandarin so well that the person at

the other end mistook him for a Chinese person. What
is more impressive is that he has even learned some
Chinese dialects, including Hokkien, Cantonese, and
Hakka, in order to better understand Chinese culture, a
main subject of his research.

Prof Sandel has travelled extensively in China. It

was during a teaching trip in Yunnan province that he
developed a deeper appreciation of Chinese culture,
thus continuing his journey of studying Chinese culture.
He often likes to compare his approach to the approach
of his former colleague at the University of Oklahoma
named Jonathan Stalling, who is so fond of traditional
Chinese culture that he has learned Tai Chi and Chinese
poetry. Prof Sandel describes Stalling’s approach as a
‘top-down’ approach, as opposed to his own ‘bottom-up’
approach. According to him, he did not start by learning
Chinese poetry, calligraphy, or any other element of
traditional Chinese culture. Instead, he learned from
farmers, taxi drivers, and labourers.

His initial interest in Chinese culture began more than

30 years ago, when he went to Taiwan to teach English;
there he met his wife, Donna. They fell in love and

got married. An art teacher, Donna loves traditional
calligraphy, painting, and sculpture, and when they

lived in the United States, she taught at the University

of Oklahoma’s Confucius Institute. ‘I didn’t know at the
time that marrying her would change my whole life,’ says
Prof Sandel.

Exploring Intercultural
Communication

Soon after getting married, Prof Sandel discovered that
the worldview of his mother-in-law and other Chinese
relatives is very different from his. ‘My mother-in-law
was a remarkable woman who worked very hard to raise
her children. However, she had no access to education
due to political conflicts in Taiwan when she was young,’
he says. ‘Once my wife and I took her to America, she
had a hard time dealing with culture shock. She couldn’t
understand how the world outside Taiwan runs. There are
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Prof Sandel in ethnic wear during his trip to Yunnan

many women in her generation
who are like this.’

Eager to learn more about

his mother-in-law and the
cultural differences between
the US and China, Prof Sandel
started learning Chinese and
researching on intercultural
communication. Initially, he
studied family communication
and family relations, such as
the conflicts between Chinese
mothers-in-law and daughters
and how Chinese and
American parents raise their
children differently.
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Prof Sandel speaks at the 2018 International New Media Forum held at Shanghai

Jiaotong University
Before joining UM in 2012,

Prof Sandel had taught in the

US and Taiwan. In 2008, on the sideline of a conference
in Hong Kong, he travelled to Macao for the first time,
where he joined a historical tour and visited UM. He was
fascinated by Macao’s cultural diversity and found out
that the city fit his research interests. So when he went
back to Taiwan, he told his wife that he wanted to come
to Macao.

Studying Chinese Social Media

Prof Sandel’s main research interest used to be family
relations, but since joining UM, he has shifted his
focus to Chinese social

media (especially WeChat
and Weibo). He says, ‘The
world has changed. When I
started studying intercultural
communication, there were no
social media. There was no
WeChat until 2011. But today,
social media has become such

2

an important part of our lives.

In 2018, Prof Sandel and four
doctoral students went to
Prague, the Czech Republic,

to attend the 68™ Annual
Convention of the International
Communication Association.
They received a Top Paper
Award for their article titled = o
‘Unpacking and Describing RN PR (TR

Interaction on Chinese

WeChat: A Methodological Approach’, which explores
the affordances of WeChat and Chinese as contexts for
analysing new forms of interactional data. This paper was
subsequently published in the Journal of Pragmatics,

a top SSCI journal. It demonstrates how WeChat as a
platform, and written Chinese as a script, afford novel
and creative forms of communication.

Meanwhile, Prof Sandel also studies the use of Chinese
social media in Southeast Asia, such as how Indonesian
women use WeChat in for-profit marriages, and why
the application is popular in Bhutan. He says, ‘Living
in Macao makes it easy for me to
reach Southeast Asia for research,
which is difficult to do in the US.’

Recently, Prof Sandel is supervising
a student dissertation about
mainland students in Macao,

and in the process he gained a
better understanding of the ‘One
Country, Two Systems’ policy, its
implementation in Macao, and the
city’s political system. He says,
‘Had I been on my own, I wouldn’t
have been able to fully understand
all the articles about Macao, but
working together with my students
deepened my understanding.’

Prof Sandel loves Chinese culture
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Share your creative works with us in this column (photos, poems, calligraphy works, paintings and other forms of artworks are all welcome)

E3
I‘ 15 15 E i HEREES AR AR (SERX) -
1
UM's Got Talent by emailing to prs.publication@gmail.com. Please refer to our UM Today for submission details.
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A Few Things to Bear in Mind When Going on Exchange

After a nice long Christmas holiday, some students may be trying to re-adapt to the campus life, while others may be busy with their new schedules for this
year. What about you? Perhaps you’re thinking about your upcoming exchange trip in a totally new environment and feel at once excited and anxious. Below
are a few tips on how to make the most out of the exchange experience.

Pre-departure
Leamn about the culture of your destination. Culture shock in a foreign land is likely to be a big issue for undergraduates. Adequate preparation would be
helpful: prepare yourself by researching the history, customs, traffic rules, and even laws of your destination.

If you are a postgraduate, culture shock may not be as big an issue, but it still might affect you. One big headache would be obtaining a guaranteed sponsor,
which would be your ticket to the exchange trip. Refrain from emailing all professors of the same department. Instead, try
your chance at other universities. Once you obtain your sponsorship, the rest would be much easier.

Upon Arrival

It is very important that you find out who you will be working with and how. For undergraduates, that person will most likely
be your tutor, who will give you advice on matters like how to adapt to the new environment, how to choose your courses,
and how to make the most of your exchange opportunity. Remember to contact your tutor whenever you encounter problems.

Postgraduates, on the other hand, generally spend most of their time working with their academic sponsors. We often hear
student complaints about being ignored by their academic sponsors, with some reporting that the sponsors did not even meet
them, let alone offer any useful guidance. Remember: it is your responsibility to initiate contact with your professors and seek
academic advice. Don’t just sit and wait.

As the saying goes: When in Rome, do as the Romans do. When you are abroad, you should try to respect local culture.
{B#EER Internet photo

When It’s Time to Return...

Remember to say goodbye to people you know and offer a thank-you to those who have helped vou during your stay there. You should also review your

exchange trip to identify what you have learnt and the possible solutions to problems you have encountered.

SHBEANZREIZ R Contributions to this column are from the Department of English, Faculty of Arts and Humanities
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The Makerspaces in Cheng Yu Tung College
X Text | BE5EH Davis Ip Photo | $ESFE + H055 ¥ B Be 26t Ella Cheong, with some provided by CYTC

s r;?l A—REEEERBASEE  WAHEENAE machines, automatic sewing machines, irons, sewing kits,
/j\t B - KRN0 EE EEHREHTEeZ s and cloth for students to design their own needlework.
A EhEEDER  BIEL T AL - HEhMR The college also invites retired professionals to give

courses from time to time. In the 3D Printing Room,
there are two 3D printers for students to make everyday
items such as phone cases and pencil bags.
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P i Come and try the two makerspaces. What you create not
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only can make great gifts that are one of a kind, but may

NARBERANERALRBIEER  HERER also awaken the enfrepreneur in you! 3DITENE
{ERABR ~ NEE ~ ERE - 5—FHH » 3DFHHER The 3D Printing Room
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M always encourages its students to put their
U creative ideas into action. The ten residential
colleges at UM provide many platforms for students
to explore and discover their talents. There are two
makerspaces in the Cheng Yu Tung College (CYTC)
created precisely for this purpose: the Sewing Room and

Students design their own needlework in the Sewing Room

In the Sewing Room, there are old-fashioned sewing
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UM alumni are among those who visit the campus

ZE/EFIMAISEF Lo and her son
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‘ N 2 hat is the UM campus like on weekends? To
find out, we walked around the campus on a
warm weekend in winter. It turns out that although there
were no classes on the weekend, the campus
was bustling as ever. We met not only UM
faculty, staff, and students, but also visitors
from outside the campus. In fact, there were
people everywhere, playing basketball on the
outdoor basketball courts, taking a leisurely
walk by the lake, or simply lazing around on

the lawn.

The final exam was still ongoing, and we

saw some students playing basketball on the
court. Ivan, a third-year student in Lui Che
Woo College and a member of the UM
Football Team, said that sports helped
him deal with stress. ‘T am sweating
off my stress,’ said Ivan, adding that he
enjoyed studying in the library.

On the wooden deck by the covered
walkway between the Central Teaching
Building and the Humanities and
Social Sciences Building, we met

six young people who were having a
picnic. Most of them are UM alumni.
They were having self-prepared salad
while chatting and enjoying the nice
view by the lake. One of them was
Ryan, a recent graduate of the Department of Economics.
“This is the first time we have done a picnic at UM,’ said

Ryan. ‘The beautiful environment makes it even better.”

Later in the afternoon, we met two children, named
Edo and Natthew, by the lake outside the Faculty of
Education building. They were stone skipping, and the
way the stones bounced off the water surface made
them very excited. In the company of their parents,
they observed the fish in the lake.
‘Sometimes you can see very large
fish,’ said Edo. ‘if you are lucky,’
chimed in Natthew.

Many UM staff members also like

to return to the campus to spend the
weekends with their families. We met
a lady surnamed Lo, whose husband
works at UM. Lo and her family
visited UM on that day to enjoy the
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Launched by the Communications Office in 2012, the UM Reporter Programme aims to provide students with a platform to develop journalistic skills.
This column is dedicated to publishing UM Reporters' articles.
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nature and help their son apply for a
library card. It was late afternoon and
the sun was warm on our shoulders.
‘We saw Lo’s son running around the
pedestrian path, as his parents walked
behind him, watching his back.

Early in the evening, we met Chan,

a worker that takes care of bodies

of water on campus, at one of the
lakes. At this hour, the lake is golden, decorated with
tree shadows and the silhouette of the Central Teaching
Building from the opposite side. Behind the lake is the
flowery Central Avenue. Chan has worked at UM for
three years and his duty entails removing rubbish and
weeds from the lakes. Although it was a weekend, he
remained at his post to keep the campus clean. ‘The
campus is beautiful and the air is fresh. This environment
makes me happy at work,’ said Chan. ‘I love my job and

those who make an effort here will be rewarded.’
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My UM aims to cover interesting stories about ordinary UM
members we work or study with. If you happen to know
such stories, please feel free to share with us.
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