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Freshmen Share Reasons for Choosing UM

% Text | Kl - BBl EEWIE - FEHikE - RBEIC Cravina Chong; UM Reporters Teresa Li, Doris Li & Sally Liang
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T he numbers are quite
encouraging. This year, UM
admitted 343 students from Macao
through the Principals’ Recommended
Admission Scheme. Of these students,
45 were ranked No 1 in their high school

classes. Mainland students admitted

this year scored an average of 17 per

cent higher than the admission marks of
first-tier universities in their respective
provinces and cities. The number of
international students applying to UM
also increased, up 56 per cent compared
to last year. What drew these outstanding
students to UM? For some, it is the
language of instruction. For others,

it is the international faculty team,

with over 80 per cent of the members
from overseas. For still others, it is the
multicultural environment, the residential
college system, and the chance to make
their dreams come true. In the following,
we interview seven freshmen, who share

with us their reasons for choosing UM.

[@ Photo | ﬁ%ﬂnando Wong
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‘l want to be an
accountant.’
For William Fok Hei from Yuet Wah
College (English Section), UM was
his first choice. His excellent scores
in the joint admission examination
administered by the four universities
in Macao earned him the University
of Macau Golden Lotus Scholarship.
Faced with a dizzying array of academic
programmes offered by UM, Fok didn’t
have any difficulty picking a major,
because his cousins influenced his goal
of becoming an accountant when he was
still in high school.(continue reading on
page 2 & 3)
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‘My two cousins are both accountants.

‘We would hang out and I would often
hear them talk about their jobs,” he

says. ‘“The more I heard about it, the

more appealing the profession sounded.” He became
even more convinced that he made the right choice
after learning about the diverse backgrounds and the
impressive credentials of the UM professors that teach
in the accounting programme, as well as the advantages
of the programme itself. ‘For instance, graduates of this
programme are eligible for exemption from all or part
of the papers of the CPA Australia and the Association
of Chartered Certified Accountants, which made the

programme even more attractive to me,” he says.

‘1 love the multicultural
environment.’

Like Fok, Kelly Chen from Pui Ching Middle School
also received the Golden Lotus Scholarship. A language
lover, she started learning Portuguese in middle school
and enjoys talking to people from different cultures.

So she was thrilled when she learned that her school
decided to recommend her for direct admission to

UM’s Department of Portuguese. ‘UM’s multicultural
environment is a perfect fit for me. It also provides

a lot of opportunities to study in Portugal,’ she says.
‘Its big campus and residential colleges also match

my imagination of what an ideal university is like.’
Another draw for Chen is the home-like atmosphere in
the RC. She is a shy, reserved person, but the orientation
activities organised by her RC made her feel welcome
and relaxed. She also feels thankful that the senior
students are warm and friendly, and have helped her

solve many problems.

‘I feel it makes more sense to study
education in Macao.’

Winnie Wan Cheng Ieng from the Sacred Heart
Canossian College (English Section) believes it makes
more sense to study education in a local university if one
intends to pursue a career in the field in Macao. So when
presented with the option of being recommended for
direct admission to the primary education programme

at UM, she leapt at the opportunity. Later, she was also
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pleased to find out that there are many research centres
in the Faculty of Education, and that FED students have
the opportunity to intern for an entire year during the
four year study period. She believes these opportunities

will greatly benefit her future career.

She also looks forward to going on exchange
programmes to learn about the status of education in
other places. “UM has signed collaboration agreements
with more than 200 higher education institutions in over
33 countries and regions. Every year, UM students can
choose from 143 higher education institutions around the
world for exchange programmes to experience different

cultures and broaden their horizons,’ she says.

‘l love the all-English environment.’

The number of outstanding mainland students applying
to UM also increased this year, up 35 per cent from
2017. The 467 mainland students admitted this year
scored an average of 17 per cent higher than the
admission marks of key mainland universities. Among
them, over 270 are from Guangdong and Hong Kong.
Eileen Zhu Xiaolin, a graduate of Zhuhai No 1 High
School and now an English studies major, chose UM
because English is the main language of instruction

at UM. ‘Courses at UM are mostly taught in English,
which can help me develop confidence when speaking
English,” she says. She also loves the overseas exchange
opportunities provided by the university, and the various
activities organised by the RCs and the student clubs,
which she believes will help improve her interpersonal
skills, leadership skills, and other soft skills.

‘l look forward to living in an RC.’
UM hit a new
record this
year in terms
of the quantity
and quality of
international
students, who
mostly come
from the
United States,
South Korea,
Sri Lanka,
South Africa,

##i% Soo Xiao Xuan, Emily

Japan, Laos,
Mozambique, Cape Verde, Malaysia, Guinea-Bissau,
and Sao Tome and Principe. Among them, 18 are top
students from Chinese independent high schools in

Malaysia .

Emily Soo Xiao Xuan from Malaysia graduated from
Chong Hwa Independent High School, Kuala Lumpur,
which is a top school in Malaysia known for its
outstanding academic performance. At first, Soo was
drawn to UM because of the scholarships it offers, which
she learned from her school. Curiosity led her to google
UM. As she learned more about UM’s beautiful campus,
advanced teaching and research facilities, and the RC
system, she decided to apply to its computer science
programme. Soo especially looks forward to living in an

RC. ‘It will allow me to participate in different activities

B & Feature Story

and meet friends from different places and backgrounds,

which is wonderful,” she says.

‘l want to experience the culture of
an Asian university.’

Olivia Kim Hyebin from South Korea graduated from
Birmingham International College of Canada. Now a
business administration major, she chose UM because
she wanted

to experience
the culture

of an Asian
university. She
has not been
disappointed.
Having
experienced
firsthand the
advanced
teaching ' -
facilities and &8 Kim Hyebin, Olivia

the warm and

friendly professors, Hyebin feels she has made the
right choice. She has also joined several student clubs,
including the Magic Society and the Photography
Society, through which she has made many new friends.
She says, ‘Talking to other students in the student clubs
helps me improve my Chinese and learn more about the
Chinese culture. I currently speak Korean and English.
I want to learn to speak Chinese too, because being a
trilingual will give me a competitive edge on the job

market.’

‘l am passionate about learning
different languages.’

Isuru graduated from Royal College in Sri Lanka, which
is hailed as the ‘Eton of Sri Lanka’. He loves to travel
around the world, and makes a point of visiting different
universities when he travels. He got to know UM on
a trip to Macao. Impressed by the advanced teaching
facilities, he decided to apply to the electromechanical
engineering programme at UM, hoping to fulfil his
ambition to
| +4at - become an
engineer. Apart
from the courses
in his major,
he also enjoys
the language
courses at UM.
‘T am learning
Portuguese
and Chinese,
because I want

to be able to

Isuru Chinthana Gunaratne

talk to more
students at UM, he says. ‘I enjoy my life at UM. I go to
classes in the morning, and I study
and do exercise in the evening. UM
has excellent sports facilities. I want

to join the Badminton Team.’
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In the new academic year, 50 outstanding faculty members
and researchers from around the world jomned UM. Seven of
them joined UM through the UM Macao Fellow Programme.
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Researchers from the Institute of Chinese Medical
developed a new type of supramolecular nanovesicles
loaded with high-potent herbicides, which may replace
Paraquat, the most widely used pesticide in mainland
China that is known to be detrimental to both human health
and the environment. The supramolecular nanovesicles

are expected to significantly reduce the toxicity to users
caused by pesticides. The study has been published by

the leading multidisciplinary open access journal Nature
Communications, with a patent pending in China.
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A research team led by Prof Joong Sup Shim from the
Faculty of Health Sciences has achieved a significant
breakthrough in cancer research with the discovery of a new
target for treating colorectal cancer by applying the genetic
theory of ‘synthetic lethality’. The related paper, titled
‘Targeting AURKA-CDC25C Axis to Induce Synthetic
Lethality in ARID1A-deficient Colorectal Cancer Cells’,
has been published in Nature Commumications.
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Prof Chen Fangze, associate professor from the Centre for
Japanese Studies, received the Development Contribution
Award from the International Association of Chinese-
Japanese Contrastive Linguistics at the Tenth Symposium
on Chinese-Japanese Contrastive Linguistics held at
Suzhou University, for his outstanding contributions to
research on Chinese-Japanese contrastive linguistics and the
development of the association.
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Shu Ting, a PhD student from the Department of Computer
and Information Science, received the Lotfi Zadeh Best
Paper Award for her medical biometrics systems on accurate
diabetes diagnosis, at the 17® International Conference on
Machine Learning and Cybernetics and the 15% International
Conference on Wavelet Analysis and Pattern Recognition.
Shu’s supervisor is FST Assistant Professor Zhang Yibo and
the paper was co-authored by FST Chair Professor Tang
Yuan Yan.
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Be a Servant-Leader

H i Tell Us Your Story I

An Interview with CKPC Resident Fellow Cheang Chi Ming

% Text | BBl & HEEE UM Reporter Savanna Lok
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Climbing mountains has taught Cheang to stay humble
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My goal is not merely to establish a climbing team
or a rope rescue team at UM. My goal is to become a
servant-leader to serve the students and help them become

.+ . outstanding persons,” says Cheang Chi Ming, a resident
~ " fellow of Chao Kuang Piu College (CKPC). Born and raised

in Macao, Cheang is a physical education teacher with 23
years of teaching experience and a passion for outdoor
sports, especially mountain climbing. This academic year, he
joined UM, where he hopes to be a servant-leader to serve

: the students.

Hills—A Childhood Playground

The CKPC comes alive at the start of a new semester, with
peels of laughter echoing around the building. It is the result
of an experiential learning activity in adventure training
which Cheang organised for a group of tutors and college
assistants. The students listen attentively to Cheang’s
instructions, eager to try the tools in front of them.

Cheang grew up in Green Island, Macao. The hills and
rivers near his home were his childhood playground.

Now an outdoor adventure instructor, Cheang has taken
countless students and groups on mountain-climbing trips
all over the world. In the new academic year, he became

a resident fellow of the CKPC, where he believes he can
help the students grow with his personal experiences and
educational philosophy. ‘Outdoor educational activities can
help students become more adaptable and develop a team
spirit, so that they can be intellectually and psychologically
prepared for challenges that will inevitably arise in their
daily lives,” says Cheang.

‘The higher you rise, the more you
should learn to be humble.’
“‘Servant-leader” is a concept proposed by Robert K.
Greenleaf, founder of the modern Servant Leadership
Movement. According to Greeleaf, the first priority of a

servant-leader is to serve and meet the needs of those he
leads. The late Mahatma Gandhi and the late South Africa
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Cheang Chi Ming (left) leads an experiential learning activity in adventure training for the students

president Nelson
Mandela were both
brilliant examples of
servant leadership.

To Cheang, an
‘outstanding’ person
is not someone who
has a high social
status or earns a lot
of moneys; rather,

it is someone who
upholds his moral
integrity regardless of
the circumstances and
who repays society
and serves those in BIE—Ph AT IR -
need. He often tells
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Cheang doesn’t climb mountains to break records. He does so because he enjoys being in the

mountains. Pictured is Cheang climbing Denali, the highest mountain peak in North America.

the students, ‘The
higher you rise, the
more you should learn to be humble. Don’t ask how much
you receive. Ask instead how much you can give others. Be
a servant to serve others.’

Mountain Climbing Lifted Him Out of
the Dark Abyss of Depression

For many people, mountain climbing is a demanding sport
that requires one to get out of her comfort zone. But to
Cheang, it is actually the opposite—mountain climbing is
his comfort zone. In fact, this potentially dangerous sport
once saved his life. He recalls the devastating death of a
close family member that happened when he was young.
He was so traumatised by the sudden tragedy that at one
point he couldn’t tell whether the person sitting in front

of him was real or a product of a hallucination. He was on
the verge of a nervous breakdown, until one day he walked
into the mountains. There, for the first time in a long time,
he felt certain that things he saw before his eyes were real.
Eventually, his faith in God and his love of outdoor sports
combined to pull him out of the dark, bottomless abyss of
depression. For this reason, he feels compelled to teach
what he has learned from mountain climbing to his students.
He wants to share with them how mountain climbing not
only enriched his life but also allowed him to make sense of
his past.

Leading a Hiking Team in Himalaya
‘Being a blessing to others’ has always been Cheang’s
motto, and his trips to remote mountainous regions, where
he witnessed the hardships faced by the locals, have
reinforced his determination to practice this motto. He has
seen villagers with deformed hands or feet which resulted
from untreated fractures they suffered from falling off a
tree while picking fruit. He has also seen women living

in appalling sanitary conditions, with no understanding of
personal hygiene. In
2016, while leading
a team on a hiking
trip in Himalaya,
Cheang arranged for
his team members
to teach people in
remote mountainous
regions in Nepal
how to bandage
wounds and other
first-aid techniques.
They taught the
local women how

to make sanitary
napkins using cloth
and buttons, and
also worked with
local medical centres

fiindian CreekZ 5 -

Cheang organises various kinds of outdoor learning
activities in the college. Pictured is Cheang climbing
the Indian Creek in Utah, the United States.

to provide disinfection services. The first-aid techniques
and the hand-made sanitary napkins greatly improved

the sanitary conditions in the local areas. He recalls these
experiences with a smile, saying, ‘Being a blessing to others
1s itself a blessing.”

Teaching Rope Rescue Techniques

In Cheang’s experience, it was relatively difficult to
organise outdoor activities for students from primary

and secondary schools in the past, because of the various
constraints. So he is especially appreciative of the variety of
sports facilities at UM. ‘The rock climbing wall alone saves
me a lot of trouble in finding a practice venue. It allows me
to design more experiential activities,” he says. With the
great support of the college master, Cheang launched the
Leadership Adventure Programme, under which he formed
an outdoor experiential education team called ‘Me to We
Leadership Exploration Team’. Through this programme, he
also launched a course in the basics of mountain climbing,
an instructor course in experiential education, a course in
canoeing, and a course in rope techniques and wilderness
first-aid techniques. In addition to these courses, he also
organises various kinds of outdoor experiential activities
that involve all students from the college. ‘T hope to extend
outdoor education to include all
students at UM. Moreover, I hope that
one day UM will launch a credit-
bearing course in outdoor education,’
he says.
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Share your creative works with us in this column (photos, poems, calligraphy works, paintings and other forms of artworks are all welcome)
by emailing to prs.publication@umac.mo. Please refer to our UM Today for submission details.
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Where there is a road, there is hope.
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=R B ﬁ % by %L 6%6}7,, PhD student of Literary Studies in English
English Corner

In English, there is a myriad of verbs, such as to sling, to throw and to fling, which indicate similar actions but have
distinct nuances that are necessary to consider before choosing the proper one to use in a particular context.

In this issue, I would like to share two pairs of verbs of this kind. Let’s explore the similarities and differences among
them with examples.

1. to sling and to fling:
They both indicate the action to throw. In daily conversation, they both can mean to give or to throw. The sentence ‘Can you fling the pen over here?’

means the same as ‘Can you sling me the pen?’.

However, each of them denotes a distinct type of throwing motion. When you sling your bag on the floor, you throw it on the floor carelessly,

whereas when you fling your bag on the floor, you throw it with a lot of force.

2. to smoulder and to blaze:

They both encompass the action to burn, however they each indicate a different intensity of burning.

If you say the bonfire is smouldering, you mean it is burning slowly without flame.

If you say the bonfire is blazing, you mean it is burning fiercely with a bright flame.

English teems with pairs of verbs like this. Other examples can be to thrash versus to hit, to thrust versus to push, to haul versus to pull, as well as to

flop versus to fall. Paying attention to their subtle differences can help you express yourself more clearly and distinctly.
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RC Displays a Model of Student Rooms
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EEMERMMEEREDT B "ERE2LEM The residential college system is one of the factors which
ETER”  HEIFEENEABEREEDE draw students to UM. A complement to the academic
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whole-person education that aims to help students

together to keep our rooms and bathroom clean and tidy,
and we’ve become good friends. The two students who
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BiRE2AHENERS  LESE2LSNRBES advice on course selection. They care about me and help
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share the bathroom with me are from different majors.

Visitors to the Lui Che Woo College now don’t need to
visit the students’ rooms to know how they look, thanks
to a model displayed on the ground floor of the college.
The model shows two double rooms connected by a
bathroom, with each room equipped with two beds, two
desks, two chairs, two chest of drawers, two closets, one
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shoe cabinet, and one refrigerator. The two adjoining rooms are connected by a common bathroom.
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Launched by the Communications Office in 2012, the UM Reporter Programme aims to provide students with a platform to develop journalistic skills.
This column is dedicated to publishing UM Reporters' articles.
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Three members of the A-Cube Cultural & Creative
Company Limited (from left): Pan Rujing, Dr Natalie
Wong Siu Lam and Shao Xiaozhou.

RE
4

Upcoming Activities

B Macau Tung Sin Tong C... 04/09/2018
9 W23-G021 19:30

A ®| Protection and Utilizatio... 06/09/2018
&Y 9w23-Goz1 19:30

UMRCRIB{EN T

The user interface of the UMRC app
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A re you worried about missing out on the latest
information about campus activities or, if you are
a freshman, about getting lost on the big campus? Fear not.
Some UM staff and students have created various mobile

applications to help you get around the campus and stay
abreast of the latest happenings. Let’s check it out.

UMRC

The “UMRC’ App, which is being widely used in

the residential colleges (RC), allows the user to post
information about events organised by the RCs and
perform check-in. This App was designed by members of
the A-Cube Cultural & Creative Company Limited in the
Centre for Innovation at UM, as an effort to give back to
their alma mater. It took the team two years to develop a
trial version and another three months to write the program.

Shao Xiaozhou, a postgraduate student from the
Department of Finance and Business Economics, and the
CEOQ of the company, has lived in an RC for six years and
served as a student leader for four years. He credits his
keen observation with giving him the inspiration for this
app. While living in the RC, he noticed that the RC
collected data on student participation in activities in
the old-fashioned way, by recording it on a piece of paper,
which resulted in a heavy workload for staff in the RC
general office who needed to manually verify the data. So
he and his team members came up with the idea of creating
an App to store all event information. With this App,
keeping a record of the event photos becomes much easier.
It is also a boon for students who need to search information
for creating their e-portfolios.

Pan Rujing, a graduate of accounting from UM and the
project manager of the company, says that they plan to
upgrade the app by including an AR map, a chat App, and
a space for students to share their lives on campus. They

BRG & #%I5C UM Reporter Sally Liang

Ricardo Brito, a postgraduate
student of computer science
from Cape Verde, developed an App called
‘UMMAP’ with GPS function. This trilingual App
allows the user to find the locations of the buildings
on campus using Chinese, English or Portuguese.
Asked about the inspiration for this App, he says, ‘One
weekend, when I was walking on the campus, a visitor
came up to me and asked, How do T get to FAH? How do
T get to E31? Where are the restaurants? After I gave him
directions, I thought to myself, it’s a big campus, even
if T explain with a map, it would probably still be a bit
confusing to some people. So I thought, what if I develop
an e-map that could show a person’s current location?
Would it make it easier for someone to find his way?’
So he started developing the App in December 2017. At
first he just wanted to create an e-map with very basic
functions, but the more time he spent on it, the more
functions he wanted to add. Six months later, in June of
this year, the current UMMAP App was born.
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The UMMAP App developed by Ricardo
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My UM aims to cover interesting stories about ordinary UM

members we work or study with. If you happen to know
such stories, please feel free to share with us.
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