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UM Members Embrace Their Creativity
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e’ve all heard of how the Macao
W SAR government is vigorously
promoting cultural and creative industries
in recent years for a more diversified
economy, but few people know what
exactly falls into the category of cultural
and creative industries, and even fewer
know what they can do to contribute
to this new development. Some UM
students, however, have embraced their
creativity and seized the opportunity
provided by the university, and launched
several lines of “Made in UM’ products,
some of which have made quite an
impressive debut on the UM Open Day.

‘Create your own lifestyle,
be an artist as you want.’
Hoping to foster a ‘Made in UM’ culture

and to provide a platform for creative
students to sell their products, six UM
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Prof Chen Huailin:
‘Photography is like
- fishing; it’s about enjoying

' the process.’
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students founded Creatist—a brand for
UM souvenirs—in November 2014.

They went on to shine at the Campus
Entrepreneurship Programme and won the
bid for the chance to open a shop in the
University Gallery. ‘Our slogan is “Create
your own lifestyle, be an artist as you
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want.”” says Winnie, a third-year student
from the Faculty of Arts and Humanities
and co-founder of Creatist. ‘If everything
goes to plan, we should be able to open

a shop in the University Gallery this
June. Apart from selling souvenirs made
by ourselves, we will also sell other
people’s products. We encourage existing
original brands on the campus to sell their
products through Creatist, and we also
welcome design ideas from our students.’
(continue reading on page 2 & 3)

Summer Break!

(RAAN) #8EcAT7AKT - SBEEBR !
My UM will take a break in June and July.

See you in August!
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Umake’s signature products : hand-painted postcards.
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Winnie says after the shop opens in the University
Gallery, they will also sell food and drinks, including
manually ground coffee. “We hope to create a lakeside

cafe for UM members,’ she says.

Creatistiz 5
Creatist also e.:Hf the products of existing original
brands on the campus

Satisfaction More Important than
Making Money

Turning creative ideas into popular products is one of
the greatest desires of many designers. Chloris Kuan, a
fourth-year student from the Faculty of Social Sciences,
is one of the designers at Creatist. Seeing this year’s
graduates wearing the badges she designed on their
graduation gowns made her very happy. ‘We are not
doing this just to make money, she says. ‘We are more
driven by a sense of satisfaction.” In the future, Creatist
members will launch a series of creative products that
incorporate university elements, which they hope will

foster a sense of belonging among UM members.

The wax seal pedant is another product that is very
popular with the students. It was designed by Tresunnean
Kam, a fourth-year student from the Faculty of Business
Administration (FBA) and a freelance designer for
Creatist. The idea was inspired by retro European-

style wax seals. The English words engraved on the
pendant, ‘You are officially graduated’, resonate with
many graduating students. ‘I’m very grateful to UM and
Creatist for providing a platform for students who like

designing stuff to showcase their talents,” Kam says.

Hand-painted Postcards by Umake

Umake was another successful bidder at last year’s
Campus Entrepreneurship Programme. They won
the bid for opening a shop in the Sports Complex.
Their hand-painted postcards featuring the buildings

and the beautiful scenery on the campus are great

fl% BB

iving Team from the HFPJC



hits. Shere Tang, a third-year student from the FBA,
is a designer at Umake. ‘Currently we mainly sell
hand-painted postcards,’ she says. ‘In the future we
will launch new products such as key rings and cell
phone cases, which will mainly be sold on Facebook
and WeChat. Some will also be sold through the
bookstore in the University Mall.’

Promote Low-carbon Lifestyle with
Eco-friendly Products

Environmentally-friendly products hand-made by
students from the Henry Fok Pearl Jubilee College
(HFPJC) are also very popular with the students.

Natalie is a resident fellow at the HIPJC. She is also
an artist and an environmentalist who has a knack
for making natural everyday products. Knowing

that healthy living is one of the five competencies
the college hopes to help students acquire, Natalie
recruited some students and formed a Healthy Living
Team last year. She organised workshops to teach
students how to make natural products that don’t
contain ingredients that pollute the environment.

So far the team has made natural laundry detergent,
natural lip balms, and natural mosquito repellents.
‘Through making natural products, we hope to
introduce students to a low-carbon lifestyle and
increase their environmental awareness, and also

to teach them skills in production, marketing, and

branding,” says Natalie.

Instant Hit on Open Day

The team puts a lot of effort into every step of the
process, from buying raw materials to selection of
ingredients to packaging and design. For some of
the essential oils, Natalie buys raw materials from
reputable suppliers every time she returns to Hong
Kong and then carries them back to UM. All of their
products are sold under the ‘Healthy Living Team’
brand. The first batch of products, which made their
debut on the UM Open Day through Creatist in the
University Gallery and the college’s booth, were an
instant hit. ‘Lots of people bought and asked about
our products on the Open Day. We prepared 150 lip
balms, and sold 114. We were very pleased to have

sold so many in a single day,” Natalie says.

Higher Cost due to Expensive Raw
Materials

The use of more expensive natural raw materials
leads to higher costs, and the proceeds from the

sales barely cover these costs. Pen Xu, a third-year
student from the FBA, is a member of the team. He
participates in the production process, and also helps
with promotion and marketing, which he thinks helps
him put what he has learned into practice. Another
member, Sheeta Su, says, ‘Environmental protection
is a long-term goal. Our short-term goal is to promote

a low-carbon lifestyle through our natural products.’

According to Natalie, the team’s products will be

sold through Creatist starting this June if everything
goes to plan. And they hope
to have the opportunity
to collaborate with the
Institute of Chinese
Medical Sciences. ‘The
university and our college
have been very supportive,’

she says. ‘And I believe

TR
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y incorporating Chinese
medicines into our products
i will help to promote our
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brand.’
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News At a Glance
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UM has been ranked No 39 in the Times Higher
Education (THE) 100 Under 50 Universities
2014/2015. This is the first time UM has been ranked
among the world’s 100 best young universities.
Earlier UM was ranked among the world’s top 300
universities in the THE World University Rankings.
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UM’s English Debating Team won several awards at
the First Macau Asian Parliamentary Debate Open.
Sindy Leong Sin Ieng, captain of the debate team,
won the Overall Third Best Speaker Award and the
Local First Best Speaker Award. The competition
attracted 30 debate teams from South Korea, Thailand,
Taiwan, mainland China, Hong Kong, and Macao.
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UM’s Badminton Team won one gold medal, two
silver medals, and five bronze medals at a local inter-
varsity badminton contest.
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UM’s Badminton Team won one gold medal, two

silver medals, and five bronze medals at a local
inter-varsity badminton contest.

EREE?

What's this?

B ZRZEMTSE IRIX Answer on page 7
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_Wildlife Photographer Chen Huailin:
o~ ‘Photography is like fishing; it’s about
enjoying the process.’
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P rof Chen Huailin from the Department of
Communication is a diehard photography
enthusiast. For the last 20 years, he has deliberately
shunned well-trodden tourist routes and has time and
again travelled to the wilderness, sometimes with like-
minded fellow travellers, sometimes by himself, to
capture images of wildlife in its natural habitats. Having

taught communication theory at UM for many years, Prof

Chen opened a photography class last semester. To him,
photography is like fishing: whether or not one catches
any fish is secondary; what’s more important is to enjoy
the process.

Lifelong Passion Begins with a
Mysterious Box

Chen’s love of animals goes back to his childhood,
when his parents used to often take him to the zoo

and museums. Later, when he had the chance to watch
programmes on TV, his favourite programmes were
documentaries of wild animals. His first encounter
with a camera was in the late 1960s. ‘The neighbour
living upstairs had a camera from abroad. At the time
our parents were too preoccupied with the Cultural
Revolution to pay much attention to us, so we kids
sometimes sneaked into this neighbour’s house and
“borrowed” the camera to take pictures. We even figured
out how to develop and enlarge photos by ourselves. It

was a small unremarkable box, and yet when you pressed

the button, you eventually got a black-and-white picture.
Boy was I blown away!” he recalled, with a glint in

his eyes, as if he were once again that young boy who
stumbled upon the fascinating world of photography.

Pinching Pennies to Buy the First
Camera

In 1974, Chen worked in a factory in northeast China,
in response to Chairman Mao’s call for young people
to go to the countryside. To buy a camera, he pinched
one penny here and one penny there and finally saved
up RMB 120, which was equivalent to four months’
salaries, and bought his first camera—a Seagull 120.
In 1978, after the central government resumed the
national college entrance examination, he was accepted
by Fudan University’s journalism department. After
graduating from Fudan University, he worked at
Shanghai Television for a few years before going to the
United States to study a PhD degree at the University of
Wisconsin. During those years, his cameras have been
his constant companions.

HRER - RIEAIRKERRT RS -
Prof Chen Huailin can talk endlessly about photography
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The breathtaking scene of blue wildebeests migrating
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A fight between an egret and a heron at the foot of the hill of the old campus. Prof Chen Huailin playfully dubbed this picture
‘Shao Lin Kung Fu’.

First Encounter with a Black Bear

‘Of course cities also have beautiful scenery,” he said.
‘But I could still visit cities when I’'m 80 if T want to.
Africa is a different story. If I didn’t visit Africa now
and waited until [ was in my 80s, it would be a case of
“The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.” * Every
year he will join safari tours for holidays. So far he
has visited Africa five times and has captured amazing
scenes, such as the Great Migration in Africa, on his
camera.

Contrary to popular belief that photographing wild
animals is dangerous, Prof Chen says it is actually very
safe as long as one obeys the rules and avoids becoming
too emotional and making big movements. However,
Chen has indeed had a few close shaves. Once, when
backpacking through a temperate rainforest on his own,
he had a chance encounter with a five-foot black bear
just a few metres away. Remembering a tour guide once
telling him that rule No 1 when encountering a bear in
the wild is to never run, he summoned up his courage
and forced himself to remain stock-still. For a while, he
and the bear just stared at each other. Amusingly, it was
the black bear that eventually got scared and climbed
up a big tree. Another time, he was settling down in

a tent in the Republic of Botswana, Africa, when he
heard a big noise from above his head. It turned out the
noise was made by an elephant rolling up leaves for
food outside the entrance of the tent. He switched off
his torch, reminding himself that wild animals normally
won’t touch unfamiliar objects such as tents. So he just

sat there without making a sound. At one point, he even
dozed off. And when he woke up again, the elephant was
gone.

Happiness Is Not Measured by Wealth

During our interview, Prof Chen showed us pictures of a
fight between a buffalo and a lion he took in the Chobe
National Park in the Republic of Botswana. It took him
more than an hour to take those pictures. Asked if he felt
afraid to watch the bloody battle, he said, ‘Survival of
the fittest is the law of the jungle, and what we humans
should do is to not intervene.’

‘Like taking pictures for news stories, photographing
wild life is about capturing the moment,” he said. ‘But
it also takes luck and patience to have a good picture.
Photography is like fishing. Whether you catch any
fish in the end is secondary. The more important thing
is to enjoy the process.’ The more firsthand experience
he has had with wild animals, the more he comes to
appreciate the beauty of a more primitive lifestyle and
the truth that one’s happiness in life is not measured by
material wealth.

Will he decide to pack up and live in the forest some
day? ‘Probably not,” he laughed. ‘I’m too used to the
modern way of life in a city. Visiting the wilderness can
only be done once in a while, as a break, to enrich your
life, but I will continue to use my camera to provide a
new perspective to how we think about nature.’
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Engllsh Corner

Idioms
‘off the beaten path/track’

This expression is often used to describe an unusual style of travel but can also refer to alternative lifestyle choices.

V’,@;j’\/\. My UM
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If you travel off the beaten track, it means

that you avoid going to ‘tourist-traps’--the most popular and crowded attractions. Some people may want to visit places off the beaten path to search for more

authentic, local experiences.

Synonyms: ‘escape’
Can you match the following sentences with the feeling that the highlighted verb implies?

1. He was able to elude the authorities by changing his name.
2. They decided to flee the city after the housing prices dramatically increased.
3. The professor successfully evaded answering the difficult grammar question.

4.1 sat near the door so I could slip away before the end of class.

a. to run away from danger or a bad situation b. to avoid someone or something

c. to leave a place without being noticed d. to escape by being quick, skillful, or clever

English Study Website of the Month

Google Ngram Viewer — https://books.google.com/ngrams/

Do you ever wonder if a word you are using is current and fashionable in English? You can input several words/phrases into Google Ngram and receive results that compare

the frequency of the words/phrases across a specified time period.

Cultural Note

Either abroad or in your home country, you may find yourself wanting to take a photograph of an interesting person. What
should you do? In order to avoid leaving a bad impression, it is a good idea to ask permission first. Also, try to establish a
personal connection first with just a few minutes of conversation. If you do not speak a common language, use hand gestures
and watch the person’s reaction. DO NOT take a covert selfie with him or her. Show respect and ask instead. In the end, you

may discover that the person secretly wanted a photo with you too!a pouting selfie!
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UM Students Pay It Forward with ‘Suspended Coffee’
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You have tried milk tea, lemon water, orange juice, and the like, but recently there was a new
beverage available on campus: the ‘suspended coffee’!

The ‘Pay It Forward’ free coffee campaign was organised by a group called ‘One Continent’, which
was formed by students of the EELC142 programme from the English Language Centre. Those who
wanted to be part of the campaign went to the bar, got a free cup of coffee, and a ‘One Continent’
member would take them to a table to join a group of students. They could then chat with the
students and got to know each other and decided if they wanted to pay it forward by buying a
‘suspended coffee’ for the next person.

‘I think it was a refreshing activity,” said a second-year student from the Faculty of Business
Administration. ‘It brought together strangers and gave them a chance to meet new friends and
relieve stress before the final exam.” ‘We hope to spread the concept of “Paying It Forward”,” said
one of the organisers of the campaign, who is a first-year student of psychology. ‘The “suspended
coffee” is not just a cup of coffee, but a hot cup of kindness and goodwill.”
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Students chat over a cup of suspended
coffee, a great way to relieve stress before
the final exam
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P.3 Answer:

These are the Roman
columns on the facades of
the Faculty of Law (FLL)
building, which are a unique
design not found in any
other faculty buildings on
the campus. These columns
serve as an iconic symbol
for the FLL, create a solemn
ambience, and make the
entrance a great spot for
graduation photos.
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My Experiences as an Exchange Student in Taiwan

1B A My UM
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A coffee shop at CCU for students to work as interns
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CCU student card also doubles
as an EasyCard

here is an old Chinese saying that, ‘it’s better to
T travel ten thousand miles than to read ten thousand
books.” This semester I have the good fortune to study at
the Chinese Culture University (CCU) in Taiwan as an
exchange student. Being a UM Reporter and an exchange
student has allowed me to see everything with a fresh
eye. Now let me share with you my experiences at CCU
so far and how campus life there differs from that at UM.

Access by
Shuttle Bus
Located on Mt
Yangming, CCU is
literally a ‘higher’
education institution—
higher than any other
educational institution in
Taiwan. Because there
is only one direct bus
to the campus, CCU
provides shuttle service
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at one-hour intervals.
On school days, students
can take the shuttle bus
to the metro station. The shuttle service is also open to
the public, so there is often a long queue waiting at the
shuttle bus stop. Maybe some of us take the free shuttle
service here at UM for granted, but CCU charges a fare
between TWD 15 and 30 depending on the destination.

‘Taxi Pool’ Culture

Another interesting thing I have noticed during my stay
at CCU is the ‘taxi pool’ culture. Get enough people

and each pay 65 dollars (about 16 patacas), and you can
arrive at the metro station much faster. Because it saves a
lot of time and is much more comfortable than taking the
shuttle bus, students are willing to pay what is four times
the shuttle fare.

BASR202FEHHRARBETEE - SEFGARFEHBNBERE—EAEETAS - KHE/RETEMR
Launched by the Communications Office in 2012, the UM Reporter Programme aims to provide students with a platform to develop journalistic skills.
This column is dedicated to publishing UM Reporters' articles.
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Buffet Charged by Food Weight

At CCU, there are no residential colleges—only regular
dormitories. So students at CCU have to take care of
their daily meals (this made me realise how lucky we are
at UM, with three meals provided by the RCs). There
are quite a number of restaurants on CCU’s campus
though, including buffet-style restaurants. But unlike the
‘all-you-can-eat’ buffets in Macao, buffets at CCU are
charged by the weight of the food you take. This is more
environmentally friendly and helps to reduce kitchen
waste. There is also a coffee shop at CCU for students
from the Department of Tourism Management to work as
interns.

‘2-in-1’ Student Card

Another thing that’s worth mentioning is the student card
at CCU. In addition to serving as an access card, library
card, and attendance registration card, it also has the
function of the EasyCard, which is the equivalent of the
Macau Pass. The 2-in-1" student card is very convenient
and practical. When I first learned of this card, [
remember thinking, if we copy this idea at UM, it would
certainly be very popular with the students!
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My UM aims to cover interesting stories about ordinary UM

members we work or study with. If you happen to know
such stories, please feel free to share with us.
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