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The Energy of Arts and Culture in University Education
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Wl % Vivian Lam

l l M’s Cultural & Arts Festival 2013 has just ended. What
role should it play in university education?

UM’s Dean of Students Dr. Peter Yu believes that a rich cultural
atmosphere can serve as a unifying bond to strengthen staff and
students’ sense of belonging. When asked about some people’s
concern that cultural and arts activities may intrude upon study
time, Dr. Yu thinks that a person’s ability to learn depends

to a large extent on some essential qualities, like diligence,
persistence and resilience, and such cultural and arts festival
activity actually helps a person to develop these strengths.
Dr. Yu also disclosed that after UM mowves to the new campus,
the Student Affairs Office will organise more cultural and arts

activities on a regular basis.

Debby Lam, a second-year student of psychology, thinks that
cultural and arts activities are a very important part of university
education because they open up more possibilities for future
development. Nicole Choi, a PhD student of the Department

of Finance and Business Economics, believes cultural and arts
activities can help students to achieve whole-person development.
Catherine Lin, a third-year student of the Department of
Communication and a long-time learner of erhu, looks forward

to moving to the new campus with a larger space and better
facilities, which she believes will make it possible for the

university to organise more quality cultural and arts activities.
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r. Chang’s Happy & Green Life
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Chang Hsiao-Chuan
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Dr. Chang'’s office is fLiII of recycled items
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n a city like Macao, where the cost of living 1s skyrocketing
I and where many people are after fashion and material
gratification, how does she, a university professor, manage to
live on a mere MOP 2,500 a month? She never throws away
any clothes as long as they are still wearable, and always uses
her own bowl and chopsticks for environmental protection. In
fact even the cleaning ladies on the campus couldn’t hide their
curiosity and asked her on more than one occasion, “How can
you manage to be so frugal?” She is Dr. Chang Hsiao-Chuan,
assistant professor from the Department of Economics, who

is a devoted Buddhist and a long-time environmentalist who
practices what she preaches.

Environmental Protection Starts at
Home & Office

It is the first day of the new semester. Dr. Chang walks briskly
into the classroom, wearing the same sun hat she has been
wearing for many years. Her clothes are faded from repeated
washing but her smile is sunny and bright as ever. She
intersperses her lecture with insightful views on environmental
protection and interesting real-life examples, which keeps the
students laughing and engaged. She always carries a plastic bag
full of old markers to the class, careful not to throw away any
marker that could still be used.

Growing up in Taiwan, a society that attaches great importance
to environmental education, mstilled the value of environmental
protection in Dr. Chang’s heart at a young age. Studying and
working in the United States and Australia for over a decade
has exposed her to influence from environmentalists there and
reinforced her conviction in environmental protection.

Studying at graduate school in the US, she would pound the
pavement looking for second-hand furniture. “Some of the
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HEEMEH
Tell Us Your Story

discarded furniture was in a pretty good condition and was
totally usable once I got it cleaned. It was really a waste to
Just dump it in the garbage yard, you know, given the limited

resources on earth,” says Dr. Chang. “We shouldn’t squander.
We should think about the next generation. How many trees
are being cut and how many resources are being squandered to

satisfy our craving for fashion and convenience?”

Dr. Chang’s tidy office is full of recycled items. She tumns the
blank sides of printed paper into scratch paper. She sun-dries
used tissue papers for re-use. She keeps a pile of yellowing
paper boxes in case she might find some use for them i the
future.

One Gram of Wasted Food Is One
Too Many

It is reported that nearly 50 billion kilograms of food is wasted
on dining tables in China every year, accounting for close to
one tenth of the gross grain output, enough to feed 200 million
people for an entire year. “It’s really sad to read these mind-
bogeling numbers,” sighs Dr. Chang.

She keeps many food boxes in her office and always takes
home a doggy bag every time she dines outside, never minding
what other people might think. She saves on transportation by
walking between her home and office. She borrows teaching
materials from the library or her colleagues.

Dr. Chang says she enjoys such a simple life where she never
feels the need to keep up with the Joneses. “If you don’t want
what you don’t need, and be grateful for and appreciate what
you do have, you will have lasting inner peace and joy, not to
mention the added bonus of the satisfaction of knowing that
you're really doing something for environmental
protection.”
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Dr. Chang's Monthly Expenses
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B # Electricity

K% Water

R4 Clothes
LM Transportation

W iEH Telephone
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Miscellaneous {groceries, snacks, etc)

government electricity subsidy)

$900
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UM'’s Got Talent
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No more dying on feet or living on knees. No more

: heart-wrenching pain or bone-deep hatred. Those

: nowadays live a life that's like a meandering river—
: before you know it you're part of the sea.
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Corner of the Campus
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Admission Exam

The “Admission Exam Period™ is perhaps the second busiest period on the UM campus, next only to the
“Graduation Photo Period”. This year’s admission exam took place from 12 to 14 April. Over 4,000 local

high school students sat for the exam, hitting a new high. During

the three days, corridors outside the exam venues were swamped by
students who simply couldn’t wait to join the big family of UM. How
many of them will pass the exam and become bona fide UM members?
Stay tuned for the results to be announced in late June!
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| had a dream on the sixth day of the Lunar -
: Chinese New Year in 2011. In the dream someone :
:: gifted to the university a box of nine pearls. A

: colleague was assigned to handle the pearls. Whené
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:: saw about 30 dolphins swimming around on the

: . ) . :i surface of the water. For some reason, she later
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EE monastic life. That was when | was woken by the

she reported the situation to her supervisor, she

:: sound of firecrackers.
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News at a Glance
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Prof. Fan Xitao, dean of the Faculty of Education, and Prof.

Li Yangmin, director of academic research in the Faculty of
Science and Technology, joined the preliminary list of Highly
Cited Researchers released by Thomson Reuters. According to
the statistics from WOS, the numbers and citation frequency of
published papers by UM academics are on steady increase and
now rank No.l in Macao.
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The Macao Chapter of the IEEE Solid-State Circuits Society,
which is associated with the State Key Laboratory of Analog
and Mixed-Signal VLSI (the AMS-VLSI Lab) at UM and led
by UM academics Prof. Ben U Seng Pan and Dr. Terry Sin Sai
Weng, stood out from 80 chapters from around the globe and
received the 2012 World Chapter of the Year Award, at the 60th
IEEE International Solid-State Circuits Conference.
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UM students from the Department of Electromechanical
Engineering, Faculty of Science and Technology, placed
third at the Institute of Mechanical Engineers Greater

China Region Design Competition 2013, for their project,
“Potential Energy Car”.
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UM held the bi-monthly Town Hall Meetings for staff on 13
March and 14 March. Led by Rector Wei Zhao, UM’s top
management attended the Town Hall Meetings to discuss with
nearly 300 faculty members and administrative staff the latest
arrangements concerning university affairs.
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Hao Ping, vice minister of education of the People’s Republic of
China, visited UM and the new UM campus on 25 March to know
more about the university’s latest development and its future plans,
Hao Ping said after the visit that he believes the new campus will
help UM to scale new heights in teaching and research.
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Introductory Video Contest
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UM is now organising a “Let
Me Show You My UM” video
competition in an attempt to encourage students, staff and
alumni to use their creativity to produce a promotional video
about UM. Winner of the first prize will receive MOP 50,000.
For details, please visit www.umac.mo/co. The deadline for
registration is 30 April.
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Relocation of Over 60 Labs
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Relocation of the wet labs is extremely challenging
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O ne of the most challenging tasks involved in the process
of relocating to the new campus is the relocation of the
numerous high-tech labs.

Precision Instruments to Be Moved by
Suppliers

Currently there are more than 60 dry and wet labs in the Faculty
of Science and Technology (FST), the Institute of Chinese
Medical Sciences (ICMS), and the two state key labs. The

fact that the wet labs contain many chemical and hazardous
substances adds to the difficulty of relocation. Relevant
preparations began over two years ago. Detailed, systematic
plans have been made with guidance from professional
consultants to make sure that all precision instruments are
moved to the new campus in a safe manner and resume
operation within the shortest time possible.

FST Needs to Move over 6,200
Instruments

Lam Leong Hong, who is responsible for coordinating the
relocation of FST labs, says that the shortage in human resource
and the extraordinary care required in moving precision and
heavy instruments present the biggest challenge. FST currently
has 58 labs containing over 6,200 instruments, which will
require 26 different suppliers to dismantle, move, re-assemble
and re-calibrate. Large, heavy instruments will need to be
moved with cranes. Luckily, some of FST’s labs on the new
campus are on the ground floor, which will save some trouble of
lifting the heavy instruments upstairs.

Special Techniques for Moving Samples

[CMS and the state key lab in Chinese medicine have five

wet labs containing more than 600 precision instruments as
well as large amounts of consumable goods, solutions, solid
reagents, chemicals, various kinds of glass utensils, and frozen
lab samples. Sandy Lao and Leon Lai, who are responsible for
coordinating the relocation of ICMS labs, say that some of the
frozen lab samples, like fungi, fungal spores, stem cells, cell
lines and serum, need to be moved to the new campus with
special techniques within one day, and put in the dedicated
freezers on the new campus in a safe and accurate manner
according to the labels,

ICMS Labs to Be Moved by Functional Area

Different functional areas of ICMS’s labs will require different
transportation methods. For instance, the zebrafish and rodents
in the labs will require special cages and equipment for
transportation. The temperature, humidity, and the care with
which they are handled during the transportation must also be
carefully considered, because if they are scared, escape or fall
ill in the process, the results of future lab experiments might be
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Precision instruments require anti-shock treatment for transportation

skewed. Leon says that preparations for the relocation of ICMS
labs began around the time the new campus was approved. He
and his colleagues made detailed lists and schedules to make
sure that various jobs proceed in an orderly manner. He stresses
that ICMS relocation will not start until after the Chinese
medicine building on the new campus is fully ready, and the
relocation will be carried out ane functional area at a time to

minimise impacts on the operation of labs.

Anti-shock Treatment Supervision

Leo Ng and Lewis Lei, who are responsible for coordinating the
relocation of the state key lab in microelectronics, say that the
lab has more than 80 precision instruments and servers, which
are very sensitive, and so the greatest challenge is to supervise
the anti-shock treatment on the part of the moving companies.
Post-relocation re-calibration also needs to be very precise so as
not to affect the accuracy of future research data.

Moving so many things on a tight schedule without sufficient

staff is a challenge for the labs and everyone else at the
university. But together we can make it happen.
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Interior works for the central classroom building is nearing completion
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My UM aims to cover stories about ordinary UM members
we work or study with. If you happen to know such stories,
please feel free to share with us.
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