- BRBABE RARE ¥

-
A monthy newspaper for WM stude

Ly
ans}
g
B

nts and staff

=,

=L I

UNIVERSIDADE DE MACAU

UNIVERSITY OF MACAU

— H 9%

B ISSUE 25 | JANUARY 2013

www.umac.mo:"myum

HM2EF ! 2XEFHELEHE

New Semester in Sight
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or UM students who have returned to the campus after a

long holiday, the first priority is course enrolment. If you
are like most students who are a bit curious about the Course
Enrolment System, read on.

Pre-enrolment Can Meet over 90% of
the Demand

UM’s current course enrolment process includes three steps,
pre-enrolment, course enrolment before the start of the new
semester, and course add/drop after the start of the new
semester. “Pre-enrolment lets students apply for courses they
wish to study in the next semester through online registration,
so that various faculties can decide how many classes to open
based on the students’ demand and teaching resources,” says
UM Registrar Paul Pang. “According to statistics collected
over the past two years, quotas for each course decided

based on pre-enrolment have been able to meet at least

90 percent of our students’ demand. After pre-enrolment,
Registry colleagues create schedules with a class scheduling
system which assigns students to different classes to avoid
time conflicts. Before the course enrolment period starts,
which is four days before the new semester opens, students
already know the pre-enrolment results and schedules, and

if they want to add courses or make adjustments, they can
apply online within the course enrolment period and learn
application results immediately.”

Paul adds: “The first eight working days after the start of the
new semester is the course add/drop period, during which time
students can still adjust their choices. The university arranges
for students to choose courses in descending order of year of
study (from year-4 to year-1). Year-1 students are arranged to
do it on the last day, so sometimes they may find that certain
courses they wish to study are already fully booked. We
totally understand their disappointment, but unfortunately it
can’t be avoided, since we have to take care of the demand of
students of different years of study with the limited resources
we have.” Eduarda Vu, head of Registry, adds: “Generally,
there will be no problem with major courses chosen

through online pre-enrolment, but it’s difficult to fully fulfil
everyone’s demand for general education (GE) courses and
free electives.” In the intervening time between the closing of
course enrolment and the start of the new semester, faculties
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Up Close with Course Enrolment

would add new categories or increase quotas for existing
categories for courses in high demand to make sure that
students can add courses they wish to study immediately after
the new semester starts. Paul says the university attaches great
importance to the smooth operation of the Course Enrolment
System. “Examination by ICTO colleagues has found that
there is basically no major problem during core hours (9:30am
— 6:30pm) when students log on in batches, the problem
occurs mainly during the non-core-hours when all students
can log onto the system, and on two nights the system became
slow for about one hour due to the sudden surge of internet
traffic. ICTO colleagues adjusted the system immediately
after detecting the problem. The university is also planning to
invest more resources this year to increase system efficiency.

Take It Easy with GE Courses

Demand for some GE courses, first launched last academic
year and are especially popular with students, cannot always
be met. “Year-1 students tend to choose easy courses like PE
and music first and save courses they are less interested in

for later, which will lead to some courses being fully booked
while others not having the required minimum number of
students,” says Paul. The availability of limited teaching
resources is also a problem. “Take PE and music courses

for example,” says Paul. “Without sufficient classrooms and
sports facilities, it’s simply hard to fully fulfil our students’
demand for these courses. We hope moving to the new campus
will solve this problem.” For those who have tried without
success to enrol for some GE courses, especially year-1
students, Paul advises them to take it easy and slowly, because
most GE courses are available throughout the four years, so
there’s no need to rush, and for the time being students can
always opt for those GE courses and electives that are still
available.

University Education Should Emphasise
Balance and Diversity

Paul says: “Of course we need to consider the students’ demand,
but as an educational institution, we also hope to expose students
to a diverse body of knowledge by offering a well-balanced
curriculum that covers various realms.” Vice Rector Simon

Ho says: “We follow the principles of efficiency, fairness and
flexibility in our current course enrolment practice, in order to
meet our students’ demand to the largest extent possible with

the limited resources we have.” Prof Ho indicates that there are
currently two course enrolment approaches which are adopted
by universities around the world—the (student) demand-driven
approach and the (faculty/department) supply-driven approach.
“Hong Kong universities funded by the University Grants
Committee tend to have a mix of both,” says Prof Ho. “Currently
UM leans towards the demand-driven approach, but we hope that
in a year or two when we have accumulated more experience
and data on students’ demand, we could let students select real
subjects, and we hope to complete the compilation of information
on committed courses, schedules and teaching staff as quickly

as possible after the pre-enrolment for students’ convenience.
Further down the road, we may also consider whether we should
switch to the supply-driven approach.”

Many students are interested to know what course enrolment will
be like after UM moves to the new campus. Prof Ho says there
will be more classrooms and sports facilities, computer hardware
and software will be improved (for example the processing
capacity of the Course Enrolment System will increase
substantially), and there will be more teachers and courses for
students to choose from. UM will continue to improve the Course
Enrolment System, and in the process, suggestions from students
as users are always welcome.




— H % /| JANUARY 2013

Q|"§Q ABEBREEREBARNEREBRARALEE
IR agasmint  wEBERESSESE— K6
EHSIABABG - BUXASMEERAERESR
TREHRERNEERNMBEARNBHNEXNPXE
E RIMEIR E3— AR R/VE R E A A 8T A E B
gE - ERARPAZREREN  SHAF/TH
BRYHMANSERE BEE - BANBZRELER
HE RO o

XABRBRZEEE

BERIBRRBEKEA 40FREERD)I A - #X
BRRPEBRBEFN > ERFERNRBRRMN
BEMLS  BEROX[JHENERRTFHNHABTBEREK
BE "ARNERETUERRE  RAERBIZOR
B BRRRABHEILIZIIIMNER  BREILBREER
REE -, ENSERRRBRXBEVRERE - At
ERENBERE  WERTZERBUEE -

ARBEEUEMALE

161 FFPEXE  BELEBEARERER  BAE
HABBLEABNEER - UBERBEXRNBES
REMABM (EFHEALHEE) XEMAEEX 5E
BEZALRBERRR  KRBEAZ—HEBLE -
REARTIEEXNEINMER -

ERMEBIASTNERNE  RREBT2ERRRA
HHIRR © 19824 » FRA0OFMEERERNT B LR
2 BMEXRRFABHTRTEDIASESRIERS
B RRZRE—MREHEENPEREL  -MER
fEINGERBRNAR  BROEMNEXERD B
RIRERAVRBEREER  BHEBIENHRAXTHER
MXEDHT

BLOMREASHESER
EHBEENAANERFIEASE S ERFRER
B A SO L A R 1 ST 2 [ A
AR E BN WF B AR T EF R A
W o AR TR TR AT LU » BIA
NBLERMNIRER  AMATHEESNFARR
¥ BAOEEAE RGN RUTE  FASH Q2
RETLUANSBREEM -

BEXRBFR201EMARR  BRAANBEERERIEZ
— AR BERBNEZMNNBHEE — ERANBHEA
AT tHEE HPBEEFLUAREEZHMNE
E(ERNESIFNIFERNIESTEERD) -
fibii 0 TARARKEMENBABREBFORBEMMGELE -
FREOMHBIYIBHGEALTCENNTEN  REKg
BETENXSEN CETEANTR  LMEBREERE
B aAlEARAIMAK T2 B2 RBEX -BWUAK
MERLZEE -

EE: PAWAE-E S

BALEZBRENAEXNERR  FESBAALER
By TARBENIF-EFEXH REINRBE®
ERBE  AUEBNENALPERN—H - 1 BR
REAHAKEABEREEES  BEELBERFR
BEAAESEY  "ITHFERALERETE  BE—R

% » @ Text and photo by: Ella Cheong

1B My UM

N7
=

5 ahEE X AR

RS
Tell Us Your Story

RN 71 P N = R |

Not for Fortune, Not for Fame

Interview with Prof Tang Yuanyan
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Prof Tang is teacher and friend to his students

M Chair Professor Tang Yuanyan enjoys an

important international status in the field of
computational intelligence. He boasts many “firsts”. He
was the first to introduce the entropy theory into pattern
recognition; the first to establish a theoretical framework
for document analysis and interpretation; the first to
create an English and Chinese monograph on wavelet
theory and its applications to pattern recognition; and the
first to launch an international journal and conference on
wavelet theory and its applications. What has driven him
to attain these impressive achievements? The answer is a
burning passion for science and research.

Strict Discipline since Childhood

Prof Tang is of Hui ethnicity and was born in the 1940s
in Chengdu, Sichuan. Growing up in a difficult time

in China didn’t kill his dreams for the future, which is
perhaps largely thanks to his parents who greatly valued
education and believed in strict discipline. “Other kids
got to play after school and during summer holidays, but
I had to study,” recalls Prof Tang. “But I'm grateful to
my parents for their strict discipline.”

Working in Aerospace Engineering
after Graduation

After graduation from high school in 1961, Tang was
admitted to the Department of Radio Electronics at
Chongqing University, becoming one of the lucky few to
go to college. He graduated from Chongqging University
with excellence, and was assigned to work in the now
defunct Department of the Aerospace Industry. In

1978 he was admitted to Beijing Institute of Posts and
Telecommunications to study systems engineering as one
of the first master’s students in China.

Exposure to advanced Western technologies made him
long to study abroad. He got his wish in 1982 when,
nearly 40, he was awarded a PhD scholarship to study at
Concordia University, Canada. He was the first Chinese
student in the university’s history to be awarded this
honour. Two years later, he foresaw the huge potential
of computer sciences and applied to transfer to the

Department of Computer Sciences, where he studied
document recognition and analysis under Prof Ching Yee Suen,
fellow of the Academy of Sciences of the Royal Society
of Canada.

| Hope My Work Can Benefit the Public

Prof Tang’s role models are Madame Curie and Albert Einstein,
and perhaps that’s why despite the fruitful research
results he has attained over the years, some of which
having played a role in other scientists obtaining 15

US patents and two European patents, he himself has
only applied for two research patents. “A patent means
money, but it also means more difficulty for others to use
your research results,” says Prof Tang. “I’m not doing
research for fortune or fame. I hope my work can benefit
the public and make some contribution to science.”

Prof Tang joined UM in 2011. He is one of the nine
chair professors at UM. He has published seven books
authored, co-authored or edited by him through the
World Scientific Publishing Company, one of the world’s
leading scientific publishers, including the monograph
Document Analysis and Recognition by Wavelet and
Fractal Theories, which was published in 2012. “UM
provides good conditions and environment for teaching
and research, and when the new campus is put into use,
we will have a more advanced scientific research base,”
says Prof Tang. “In the future I will continue to conduct
in-depth research on pattern recognition, such as remote
sensing and image processing, which has extensive
applications in many fields like aerospace, security,
medical science, agriculture, mining and forestry, etc.”

Grateful for Wife's Support

Prof Tang is very grateful to his wife for always being there
for him. “My wife is very supportive of my work. Whenever
I meet some difficulty, she would encourage me, so what

I have achieved is as much mine as it is hers,” says Prof.
Tang. Although he spends most of the time on campus, he
manages to squeeze a weekly movie rendezvous with his
wife in his tight schedule. “There needs to be a balance
between work and personal life,” says Tang, “Just as a
spring stretched too far for too long will lose its elasticity,
and so does a person. Watching movies is my way of

3 9

relaxing my ‘spring’.

Rousseau once famously said something to the effect that if
one sets his or her mind to doing something well, he or she
is bound to succeed eventually. Isn’t it a fitting description
of Prof Tang!

JAVE iy
WAVELET THEOY
APPROACHTO
PATTERN RECOGNTT

BRENDIMREE
Some of the books authored, co-authored or edited by Prof Tang
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: Cherish Those around You —
: Review of the Movie A Simple Life
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Ann Hui's movies, whether it's The Way We Are, or Summer
Snow, or the more recent A Simple Life, never fail to

: move the audience with the kindness and warmth of the

: underclass. There are such people around us—we tend to

: take them for granted because they are always there, only
 to regret about all the things we should have said and done
! after they exit our life for good. The movie A Simple Life

! appearing insignificant because of being too available, is
! exactly what adds the warmest hue on our otherwise blank
: canvas of life.

: fE{§ (Isabella Ren), FLL

‘a Bird and a Box

Outside my window,

) always see a little bird
;lt flies, happy and high.

! Beside my window,

lt sings me a lovely melody
Lulling me to sleep -

gHow | wish if | were you
: Flapping my wings
’ Flying up and high
towards the blue sky
then
I will open my Box
turn it over shake it
Drop its stuff
Sadness

Frustration

and all their friends
Must be gone then!

. %R (Pinky Ho), FED
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Share your creative works with us (photos,
Please refer to our daily internal e-newsletter UM Today for submission details.

poems, calligraphy works, paintings and other forms of artworks are all welcome).
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! (FWE English Summary)

‘! Growth is always accompanied by all kinds of unexpected

i1 difficulties, which is perhaps why our youth is sometimes

i muted in silence, with dormant lustre. Maybe your dream is

:1 love—or more. If the one hasn't come long after the destined

‘1 date, if you have turned corner after corner without finding

: the dream you've been working so hard for, you must rescue

: yourself—by holding tightly to what you believe in. Who knows,
: maybe happiness will come knock on your door when you are :
1t completely preoccupied with enjoying yourself.
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Staff Caring Programme
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Amazing Warmer Surprise!
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News At a Glance
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By the end of last year, UM had held numerous Town Hall
Meetings for students. This year UM will hold Town Hall
Meetings for staff in order to hear everyone’s opinions
on relocation strategies and plans to ensure a smooth
relocation. The first two Town Hall Meetings for staff will
be held at the Cultural Centre, on Wednesday 23 January
from 3pm to 4:30pm and on Friday 25 January from lpm
to 2:30pm. Development strategies for the university for
2013 and relocation arrangements will be discussed. All
colleagues are encouraged to attend.
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Recipients of the Outstanding Achievement Awards for
Macao Research in Humanities and Social Sciences, co-
organised by the Macao Foundation, Guangdong Social
Sciences Association, and the Social Sciences in China
Press, have been announced. UM academics, including
Hao Yufan, Tang Kaijian, Zhu Shoutong, Lin Guangzhi,
Tong lo Cheng, Liu Jianhong, Tang Keng Pan, Wu Mei,
Tang Chon Chit, Zhao Ruohui and Lao Chi Ngai, received
nine awards, including two first-class awards, one
second-class award, and two Mention awards in the paper
category, as well as one first-class award, one second-
class award, one third-class award and one Mention award
in the monograph category.
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UM Chair Professor Tang Yuanyan from the Faculty
of Science and Technology published a monograph
Document Analysis and Recognition by Wavelet and
Fractal Theories in the name of UM through the World
Scientific Publishing Company, the largest scientific
publisher in the Asia-Pacific region.

UM HRO has recently launched the Staff Caring Programme, an initiative to create and foster a caring and happy workplace atmosphere. The first

amazing surprise is a hand warmer! Hope every colleague have a warm winter in 2013!

Bye Smartphone, Hello Books

In this high-tech world where smartphone is the new global addiction,
it’s nice to see these young people lower their heads to concentrate on
something else—books and homework. They, along with so many other
UM students, studied hard for the just-ended exams in the library, the
Learning Commons and the computer labs. We sincerely hope all of
them have passed the exams with flying colours!
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New Campus Project Enters Interior
Furnishing and Decoration Stage
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According to information from the contractor, construction of the new UM campus will
be completed in late March or early April this year. After that the new campus will be

delivered to the Macao SAR government, which will then hand over to UM as the user.
Now the new campus project has entered the interior furnishing and decoration stage
as UM is busy preparing for relocation. This issue of My UM has the latest.
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A lot of items need to be purchased for the new campus
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Individual Buildings Have Entered the
Interior Furnishing and Decoration Stage

According to the contractor, construction of the main
structures of the underwater tunnel is expected to be
completed around the end of this March, after which the
tunnel should be ready for use. Currently, construction
workers are in the process of installing interior
secondary structures and electromechanical systems,
removing temporary safety structures, and backfilling,
etc. The more than 80 individual buildings have all
entered the interior furnishing and decoration stage, and
exterior wall works for these buildings have been almost
finished. Excavation of the artificial lakes has been
finished as well. Planting and greening have started in
the surrounding areas of some individual buildings.

Numerous Items to Be Purchased

New campus construction has entered the final stage.
Because the project will be completed three months
behind schedule, UM hopes to enter the new campus

as soon as possible so as to have sufficient time for
pre-relocation preparations and arrangements. Currently
tenders are being invited for numerous projects that are
challenging, important and potentially time-consuming,
including campus network, WiFi network, phone system,
AV systems for classrooms and conference rooms, and
furnishing and decoration for wet labs, just to name a few.

Also, a lot of facilities and service will have to be re-
purchased after UM moves to the new campus. Nearly
one hundred large-scale purchase items need to be
followed up on, concerning comprehensive management
of campus facilities; furnishing and decoration of

labs; electromechanical engineering works; supply and
installation of natural gas water heaters; design of the
university exhibition hall, library, Learning Commons
and supply and installation of furniture for them; design,
supply and installation of electric curtains; and supply

and installation of lab computers. Apart from the above-
mentioned work, there will also be a lot of other follow-
up work, such as purchase of pantry cabinets, split-type
air conditioners, movable partitions, and reception desks.

100,000 Pieces of Furniture to Be
Purchased

The university is working against the clock to purchase
over 100,000 pieces of furniture, equipment and
facilities for offices, classrooms, conference rooms,
auditoriums, dormitories, residential colleges, library,
labs, faculties, university exhibition hall, computer labs,
central classroom building, and restaurants, as well

as electronic products like hand driers, water heaters,
drinking fountains and water distillers.

The availability of numerous sports venues on the

new campus means that a large quantity of sports
facilities, like audience seats and fitness facilities,
need to be purchased. Part of the management services,
such as security, cleaning, catering, sports facilities
management, reception service, swimming pool
maintenance, and lifeguard service, will need to be
outsourced through open tendering.

Town Hall Meetings to Involve Everyone

Relocation to the new campus will be a huge project that
requires the participation of everyone. Numerous Town
Hall Meetings for students were held in late 2012, and
this year there will be numerous Town Hall Meetings for
staff, to ensure that everyone is involved in the planning
and execution process for smooth relocation.

To better coordinate relocation-related work, UM

has established a relocation task force consisting of
seven teams, each responsible for different planning,
coordination or execution tasks. The Campus Relocation
Student Affairs Sub-Command Centre has also been
established to enhance communication with students.
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New Campus Snapshot
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Planting and greening for the new campus
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