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Where There's Love, There's Home

Interviews with Two UM Members Affected by
the Sin Fong Garden Incident
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found in various parts of the Sin Fong Garden,
making the safety condition of this residential building
the talk of the town. After the occurrence of the incident,
UM’s Centre for Engineering Research and Testing
(CERT) was commissioned by the SAR government
to monitor the structure of the building, with technical
support of UM’s Faculty of Science and Technology.
In the meantime UM adopted a series of emergency
measures on campus to help students and staff affected
by the incident. In this 1ssue of My UM, we interviewed
one staff member and one student who had first-hand
experience with the incident.

O n the afternoon of 10 October 2012, cracks were

Support Each Other in Times of Need

Priscilla, a staff member of UM’s library, has been living
in the Sin Fong Garden for seven years now. She recalls
that she learned the news from one of her co-workers,
who knew she lived in the building, told her the news
and urged her to contact her family immediately.
Priscilla and her six family members then moved to a
relative’s house where they spent the most anxious and
uncertain week of their life. She even had to borrow a
school uniform from her relative’s child for her own
child. Just as she was burning with anxiety, she got a
call from UM’s Human Resources Office (HRO). “UM
responded very quickly,” recalls Priscilla. “Not long
after the incident, HRO called me to inquire how I was
doing and if I needed a place to live.”

According to the preliminary investigation report
released by the government, affected households won’t
be able to return to the building for at least another two
years. After learning the news, Priscilla began to look
for an apartment. But HRO already beat her to it. “On
the same afternoon the government report was released,

HRO called me and updated me on

the news and told me they had already
found me a place to live, and that I
didn’t have to pay rent,” says Priscilla.
She and her family eventually didn’t
move into the place arranged by HRO because they had
already found another place. But Priscilla says she was
deeply touched by how much the university and her
co-workers cared about her. “My co-workers were so
supportive, they called, emailed and texted to comfort
me, and many used their professional knowledge to
analyse the situation for me and offered me all kinds of
advice, and that really helped a lot,” says Priscilla. “If
you ask me what I felt the most through this incident, I"d
say the compassion and kindness of Macao people. They
watch out for each other and support each other in times
of need.”

Timely Help Makes Me Feel Warm

Yuki, a year-3 UM student of the Department of Finance
and Business Economics, was also affected by the
incident. She was having a class when the incident
occurred, and she got a text message from her friend
telling her the news. When she rushed back home, she
was not allowed inside the building for safety concerns.
On the same night, she and her family, along with

the other affected households, were arranged by the
government to live in hotels, and it wasn’t until the next
day that they could return home to get some essential
items. “Two people for each household, and we only got
fifteen minutes, barely enough for us to pack a suitcase,”
says Yuki. “We felt so helpless, because we had nothing
with us, we couldn’t even change clothes.” Then she
received an email from UM inquiring if she needed

any assistance and informing her that accommodation
could be arranged. So she applied for accommodation
through the Student Affairs Office (SAQO), and soon
SAO arranged for her to move into a dormitory near

the campus. Although eventually her family found a
suitable apartment and Yuki released her dormitory place
to someone else in greater need of help, she was deeply
grateful for the help of the university. “I couldn’t go
back to my previous home, and I didn’t know where else
to go, [with the dormitory arranged by the university]|

at least I knew I had a place to go back to after school,”
says Yuki.

The unfortunate Sin Fong Garden incident left Priscilla
and Yuki homeless overnight, but came morning, they
realised that “where there’s love, there’s home” was
not just a cliché, but a truth manifested in the generous
help and support of UM as well as their co-workers and
friends.
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Create Value with Knowledge,
Serve Society with Research

Interview with Prof. Tam Kam Weng
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The RFID-based automated book return system developed by

Tam’s research team has been put into use by some public
sectors
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“It’'s good to yearn

to know more

about science and
technology, but it’s
more important to truly
appreciate the beauty

of technology and
make wise use of it.

he oft-heard refrains, “Knowledge reshapes destiny,”

and “Technology betters life,” tell the importance
of knowledge and technology. Nowadays, the pursuit of
knowledge is not as hard as it used to be, but applying
knowledge to society in a way that it can better, or even
fundamentally change, people’s lives, remains difficult. So,
how can we use knowledge and research results to serve
society? How can we encourage young people to not just
use high-tech gadgets, but to really understand technology
and appreciate its beauty? Prof. Tam Kam Weng from UM’s
Faculty of Science and Technology has some unique views
about these questions.

Creativity and Inquisitive Mind

“Professor, can microwave be used to treat cancer?”
whenever asked such out-of-left-field questions by his
students, Prof. Tam would smile and toss the question back
to the asker. He would say, “This idea is absolutely original!
Tell you what, let’s do some research to see if there is

some linkage between microwave and cancers.” Thinking

RS
Tell Us Your Story

outside the box and daring to experiment are not just
prerequisites for scientific research, but also decisive key
factors in success. Prof. Tam has done exactly that during
the seventeen years he has been working at UM, and he
requires the same of his students. He thinks that knowledge
manifests itself through practice, and research results are
one of the ways to manifest knowledge. And that’s why

he thinks although state-of-the-art laboratory equipment is
very important; a team with creativity and curiosity is the
essence of scientific research.

Research Serves Society

At the mention of his research team, Prof. Tam became
especially talkative. He says that many research projects
conducted by the laboratory have not just an international
perspective and dimension, but also seek to answer the
needs of the local community. He cited the examples of
the Radio Frequency Identification technology (RFID),
whose innovative applications have led to improved public
facilities and service, such as automated management of
the library, intelligent postal service, etc., as well as the
Wireless UV Sensor, which is still in the R&D stage and
which is mainly for fire prevention for world cultural
heritage sites in Macao.

In addition to R&D activities, Prof. Tam also considers
his job to serve the community with his expertise.
Earlier, Prof. Tam was commissioned by the Bureau

of Telecommunications Regulation of Macao SAR to
investigate CTM’s mobile and internet service failure
that lasted six hours. “Given the widespread effect of the
incident, the bureau requested us to investigate and write
an analysis report,” recalls Prof. Tam. “In addition to
field inspection, we also held several meetings with CTM
personnel. The process was not easy, but I was gratified
that my expertise was recognised and I had the chance to do
something for the community.”

Understand and Appreciate the
Beauty of Technology

Nowadays, young people seem to be inseparable from
their smart phones and tablet computers, but does it mean
that they truly understand what technology is? Prof. Tam
says, “It’s good to yearn to know more about science and
technology, but it’s more important to truly appreciate

the beauty of technology and make wise use of it.” He
encourages his students to participate more in lab projects,
because it’s a good way to increase knowledge, make new
friends, and get one’s creative juices flowing.
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The Wireless Communication Laboratory has participated in
many projects whose applications have benefited the local
community
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Letting go of desires can reduce worries.

The keys to happiness: be yourself, control desires, sustained

i1 quietness, bond with people or things you love.

: It’s pointless to obsess over wrong investments in the past or to

s : worry about the future. Live in the here and now, and you can
! BRAESBE (Chen Shengbiao), FSH i : reap the fruit of happiness tomorrow. (Translation)
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- The Africa depicted in Beryl Markham'’s West with the Night is full of mystery and wisdom, resilient yet energetic, ravaged by war

: but never robbed of faith. Beryl is a real daughter of Africa. It is Africa that gave her a brave and pure heart, as well as a challenging
career. It is also Africa that impacted her extraordinarily meaningful life. The passion about conquering the blue sky conveyed through
: Beryl's words has touched generation after generation of readers. In her world, hunting in the depth of the woods with the Nandi is

: achildhood game, taming an impossible horse is her homework, flying an airplane is a child’s play, elephant hunting is as natural as  :
: any other job that earns money. Adventurous, unbelievable things kept happening to her. She is at once a goddess put on a pedestal :
: and a real next-door-woman whom you just can't help but fall in love with. (Translation) :
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New Management Board of UMSU Elected |

Election of members to the 15th General Assembly, Board of Directors and
Supervisory Board of UM’s Students’ Union was held from 17 October to 19 October.
A total of 1,400 UM students cast their votes. Candidates for the General Assembly
and the Board of Directors included The One, New Way, and Brainstorm. Candidates
for the Supervisory Board included Sincerity and Leverage. Finally Brainstorm and
Sincerity won the election with 592 and 517 votes respectively. They will assume
office in January 2013.
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This year UM confers honorary doctorates on four distinguished

individuals, namely Prof. Arden Lee Bement, Jr., The Most
Venerable Master Hsing Yun, Dr. Ambrose So Shu Fai and

Prof. Andrew Chi-Chih Yao, in recognition of their outstanding
contributions in the areas of research, culture and education.

Dr. Chui Sai On, chief executive of Macao SAR and chancellor of
UM, conferred the honorary degree on Prof. Arden Lee Bement, Jr,
Dr. Ambrose So Shu Fai and Prof. Andrew Chi-Chih Yao on

16 November.
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At the first Macao Science and Technology Awards Ceremony 2012,

UM won more prizes than any other higher education institution

in Macao. In addition to nine prizes across three categories of

the Science and Technology Awards, UM also won nineteen

prizes in the Postgraduate Science and Technology Research and

Development Award category. Prof. Qian Tao from the Faculty

of Science and Technology won the sole first prize in the Natural

Science Award category, for his project, “Time-Frequency Analysis

of Transient Signals and Algorithm: Harmonic and Clifford

Analysis of Signals”.
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To advance cultural and literary development in Macao, the Macao
Foundation and UM co-organised the Writers-and-Artists-in-
Residence Programme. The first writer-in-residence at UM is Wang
Meng, a renowned writer and recipient of an honorary doctorate
from UM. Wang Meng is going to stay in Macao for a month,
during which time he will write, give lectures, meet with media and
other writers, etc.
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Prof. Harry R. Lewis from Harvard University gave a public lecture

on general education and the moral role of universities on 31 October
at the invitation of UM. The lecture attracted a full-house audience.
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The second Annual International Conference on Political Science,
Sociology & International Relations (PSSIR 2012) was held in
Bali, Indonesia. Dr. Peter Zabielskis, assistant professor from the
Department of Sociology, received the sole Best Research Paper
Award, for his paper entitled “The Environment with Chinese
Characteristics: Implications for Policy, Governance, and

Political Change”.
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Jiao Yanpeng, UM’s first doctor of law, won the National Excellent
PhD Thesis of Criminal Law Award from the China Criminal Law
Society, for his PhD thesis entitled “A Study on Basic Theory

of Ecological Legal Interest in Criminal Law”. Jiao Yanpeng's
supervisor is Prof. Zhao Guoqiang.
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at MOP 12,500 per person per year for local students and
MOP 20,000 for non-locals. The fees will include fifteen
meals per week, activities, subsidies for overseas exchange,
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Relocation to Begin Next July
UM Holds Town Hall Meeting for Students

L REBR20BERSEAEE  RESHET
Ml rrmaxmz asssnson " Bxess
BIEESEH, R11AS 1TR28E BT =B ABAT
VHRKESS  BARSATE  AABSNEE
FE B BEENT - BERIESRRMLORE -

&0 93 Bk #5 552 ite o {5 1 A

FRESENY  RABLBERE - MGESUER
BESR - ERRKHL - FHEE SN  -BE5 25
BDUREDESARACH  LURREREZHNRE
BRONFTE BRFE - BRYEREHERS - B
BRI AR [R) 3t 26 A 5% 09 o 7 =X 2% B8 A0 ohn O ) A ) JEAY
BENENRETE -

EXRGREBTFHEE
XEHE  RPRBEBEEHRENDS REHE
2 RIUMEE IR - 5 B4R PIR KT Bk -

Her: THRAPR, BB 8RERDERKISERBA
i TR, BERUBRNEREBRBREEAXNRERE

BEE REEXRER  KBEEREFTBERERE
17 TRMABMARTEERE,  WEBBRTX
BEBR2ELIN  BREEHREMNELRERE -

T EMEY AE#
BREAEHMHME—EREZTRAA » EREEH
2F RBLZXHMERIRENBERSE - BN
B FREESRA2500FEA[EEMNRAL,200F
BESMU IREEBEKENTR - B4 BREI12AE
EHEHS - aRRIEM1.085EEEHL - WL ET
B AEBE—HEBTVLEAP MM ERT &
A BB B S -

2014/15BFFHEBAEERR
FRESE2EETEEAERIE  ABERIR
HAEE AEAGERNRFAER ' 2014/158 4
WHEEFELRANEER - BAl  ERVEDSER
A AE12,50008PI5T (B A) » FEAM 20,0000 PI5T
(BA) ZBRAERESAIERER FBHHE - BHIX
RER - KBHEE - ERUBKESRE - BHREN
BRIl BAERNBRABARIBREBRAN—¥ - B -
EREEANERE_FEEREREER RAEB IR
B ME2ESRNRDERBLEVEZLEBEETRSE
Bt - 250 MREZEZXBNEMRLEBS  IRET
R FE B AE RN OEAR R R EE R EHRE -

BESHEASERIE

FREIERANBEEIFESRE - AR ETT
BR-TAZ2EARBRELF KREFHAIRER
B IREBAECEMNER  UREERETIF R
REBIKY "BRBAEHEESN, - HERBRE
R (BEER)EE  AEBRTEREREEW
PREGRRRELL - BAEEBRA)H - BLEER
ERRBEERAERZ - PLEERARBEESRES
BEEEBLE MELSEERETR 24888
EHMBRABB - IBER2LERFEIREIRE REH
AR ZFENEERRR - BEERRESUES
B - BEATHERAKE BERNAEEEMOBRR
BF  R—REGHRIBEHRSE -

RTBAAE-—FTTRIRERBENEFT L K2
FREEBRANSEEERREFGEE - ERIXEH
RESEMER B EHEcampus@umac.mo.

% Text: Ella Cheong

T he new UM campus will be put into operation

in the autumn of 2013. Preparatory work is now
under way. UM’s Campus Relocation Student Affairs
Sub-Command Centre held a Town Hall Meeting for
students on 5 November to hear students’” comments for
further improvement of the relocation plan. The Town

Hall Meeting received a positive response, with students
putting forward many constructive suggestions. Two more
Town Hall Meetings are scheduled for 17 and 28 November
respectively.

Facilities Partially Available for Use

It is expected that during the early period of operation, some
sports facilities, such as the multi-purpose indoor stadium,
indoor swimming pool, outdoor sports venues, gym rooms
and activity rooms, will be available for use. As for dining
facilities, in addition to meals provided by residential
colleges, those Chinese and Western food restaurants as
well as cafes open during the early stage should be able to
meet the needs of staff and students.

Bus Routes To Be Finalised

Regarding transportation, the preliminary plan suggested by
the Transport Bureau of Macao SAR is to design two bus
routes starting from Macao and Taipa respectively, with the
Macao route starting from Hac Sa Wan or Barra Square, and
the Taipa route starting from Hung Fat Garden or the library
on the current campus. After the Town Hall Meeting, UM
conducted an Origin-Destination Survey for New Campus
to collect data for the Transport Bureau’s reference and
analysis based on which the bus routes will be finalised.

Nearly Four Thousand Parking Spaces

Difficulty in finding a parking space on the current campus
has always been a headache for UM staff and students.
During the Town Hall Meeting, students repeatedly asked
about the parking arrangements on the new campus.
Approximately 2,500 parking spaces for light-duty vehicles
and 1,200 for motorcycles will be available on the new
campus. There will also be twelve parking lots for bicycles,
with about 1,085 parking spaces available during the early
stage. The tentative plan is to purchase some bicycles and
provide cheap rental service to staff and students to promote
cycling culture.

2014/15 Freshmen Required to Live in RCs

On the new campus UM will fully implement a residential
college (RC) system to let students enjoy a richer campus
life. According to the latest plan, first-year students
of the 2014/15 academic year are required to live in
RCs during the first year. RC fees are tentatively set
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Students raise questions at the Town Hall Meeting
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water and electricity, etc. RCs follow the principle of high
standards and low fees. The fees RCs charge the students
won’t even cover half of the cost. During the second year,
RC students will have the option to choose roommates,
which RC management will try their best to accommodate.
Pearl Jubilee College and East Asia College students can
choose to stay in their current colleges. There will also be
four postgraduate residential buildings, and postgraduate
students can choose between four different kinds of rooms.

Involve Students in Relocation Planning
and Execution

The new campus is expected to be completed by the end of
next March. Trial operation is scheduled for June, and full
relocation is due to begin in July. To better plan relocation
strategy and communicate with students, UM set up the
Campus Relocation Student Affairs Sub-Command Centre
which is led by Vice Rector for Student Affairs Prof. Haydn
Chen. Members include Master of East Asia College Prof.
Tu Vai Pan, Master of Pearl Jubilee College Prof. George
Watt, Dean of Students Dr. Peter Yu, Head of Student
Resources & Services Section Grace Chau, Functional Head
of Dormitory Services at Student Resources & Services
Section Sammy Wong, Director General of Postgraduate
Association Ma Zhi Qiao, Head of Members Affairs
Department of Students’ Union Vu Kai Pong, President of
Dormitory Student Association Wang Chu Tong, Chair of
Social Activity Working Group of East Asia College Yu

Rui Wen and House Association Secretary of Pearl Jubilee
College Ku Kin Ian. Through participating and leading the
various tasks related to relocation planning and execution,
students can learn how to manage a complex process.

To keep UM staff and students posted on the latest
arrangements concerning the relocation, UM will release the
latest information through various channels. If you have any
comments or suggestions, please email to campus@umac.mo.
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Workers are busy decorating the external walls of the university
hall and university guesthouse
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My UM aims to cover stories about ordinary UM members

we work or study with. If you happen to know such stories,
please feel free to share with us.
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