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Current World Affairs
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the other side of the Pacific Ocean, the U.S.
n presidential election debates continue to rage.
The candidates’ debating skills play a crucial role in the
final outcome. Here in Macao, netizens are engaged in
heated discussions about hot issues. Even at UM, if you pay
attention, you could always feel a culture of debate about

current affairs.

Current Affairs Forums Develop
Global Mindset

In response to the increasing globalization of the society,
UM has developed a series of globalization strategies
in recent years, including enhancing students’ global
mindset, knowledge and cultural competence, and

f u ' encouraging students to pay attention to pressing global

W issues as world citizens. Recently the Youth Association

of International Affairs (YAIA), which is affiliated with
UM Postgraduate Association, organized an Expert Forum
on Current Political Affairs, and invited staff and students to
discuss the “Diaoyu Islands” issue. YAIA President Li Yi’an
says that this topic was chosen because students mostly
don’t know the ins and outs of the issue, and secondly
because they hoped to train students’” event organization
and coordination skills through the event. Every semester
YAIA organizes several such forums in hopes of stimulating
students’ interest in current affairs and training them to think

from different angles. Topics chosen from hot international
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affairs are analyzed by professors from different faculties, and

discussions are held between students and professors.

Similar activities are not rare to be found on campus. The
Honours College Student Association (IHCSA) also organizes
the News Discussion Forum. HCSA President Elisa Chu says:
“Future leaders should actively follow community affairs

and understand community needs. Through participating

in these activities, students from different faculties could
hear different voices, which also make the discussions more
interesting and fruitful.” HCSA organizes two to three such
forums every semester. Elisa says that not only do students
have the opportunity to listen to in-depth analysis by speakers,
but in the process of organizing the events they also get to
meet people from different walks of life and improve event
organization and coordination skills, which will greatly

benefit their future development.

Multi-disciplinary Knowledge
Broadens Mind

In addition to these forums, there are also university debating
teams in Cantonese, Mandarin and English which have been
active participants in competitions at local, national and
international levels. Head Coach of the Mandarin Debating
Team Prof. Yin Degang from the Faculty of Social Sciences
and Humanities notes: “Debating trains you to think in a
logical and holistic way. The topic of the debate is decided
by drawing lots, so sometimes it doesn’t agree with the
debater’s standpoint, which forces the debater to think from
an entirely different angle.” He says at first, students tend

to focus on debating skills, but gradually they learn how to
discuss a topic in an in-depth manner and to search for solid
information, especially when it comes to multi-disciplinary
knowledge. “There are more and more

sub-disciplines and branches of
knowledge nowadays, which
makes us tend to look at things
in a narrow and isolated way.
But it’s a complicated world,
and we need to look at things

from different angles and with a

broader perspective.”

Fully Explore the Treasure Trove of
Knowledge

Humanities knowledge, such as knowledge of philosophy
and history, is indispensable for the understanding of
current affairs. Luckily, getting there is made easier with the
teachers’ guidance. The Pearl Jubilee College and the East
Asia College also organize lectures on current and political
atfairs from time to time. In recent years, UM has been
committed to curriculum reform in an attempt to realize
whole-person education. The new education model that
consists of discipline-specific education, general education,
research and internship education, and community and peer
education aim to help students to develop an interest in
knowledge of different realms in addition to knowledge of
their chosen fields. The best thing about umiversity education
is that it encourages free expression and exploration of
various possibility. In the process of learning and intellectual
interactions, you will make progress before you even realize
it, and i time you will find that more and more doors of

opportunity will open for you.
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How One History Book Changed
the Life of Prof. Li Ping
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The Hanging Temple, built in the Northern Wei dynasty (picture
courtesy of Li Ping)
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this new academic year, some new professors
In joined UM, and one of them is Prof. Li Ping, an
expert on the history of the Northern Wei dynasty. How
did Prof. Li cross paths with history?

Read History Books under the
Covers

L1 Ping was born 1n a small town in Jiangsu province, China,
and later moved to Beijing with his parents. Even as a child,
L1 Ping showed a particular interest in the ancient Chinese
language, which later became a useful tool in his studies

of history. When he was in middle school, the Cultural
Revolution broke out, and he went to Urumqi in Xinjiang,
where he worked as a construction worker for eight vears.
The strenuous labour was nothing compared to the lack of
“food for the mind”. One day, a fellow worker offered: “I can
lend you one book every week, as long as you finish it and
return to me within the week.” Thirsty for knowledge, Li Ping

eagerly agreed.

The first book the worker lent L1 Ping was Records of the
Grand Historian by Sima Qian. During those years, reading
was something one could only dream of, not to mention the
unthinkable consequences of being caught. So every night Li
Ping read secretly under the covers by a dim flashlight. Page
by page, he finished many classics such as Records of the
Grand Historian, History of the Former Han Dynasty, History
of the Latter Han Dynasty, History of the Three Kingdoms,
History of the Jin Dynasty, and History of the Wei Dynasty,
etc. “I didn’t know the background of the fellow worker, and I
didn’t know why he lent me the books,” recalled L1 Ping. “But
it didn’t matter, as long as I got to read. This secret bed-time
reading ritual lasted over two years, and gradually I developed

a strong interest in the ancient history of China.”

Combine History Studies with
Archaeology

In 1972, L1 Ping was sent to the Turpan Basin, Xinjiang, to
receive a one-year teaching training. It happened that not far
from Turpan there was the well-preserved, over-2000-year-
old Ancient City of Jiaohe. “Back 1n the 1970s, the ancient

city was in its original state, completely different from what

RikNSE
Tell Us Your Story

it looks like today,” said L1 Ping, “as I stood there looking at
the deserted, decaying ancient city, I could see clearly in my
mind’s eye its past prosperity, you know, the constant stream
of horses and carriages on the streets, how people went about
their everyday life.” Li Ping believes history studies must

be combined with archaeology. Over the past decade, he has
visited the ruins of almost every ancient city in China, and has

become one of the few experts in the field.

Focus On the History of the
Northern Wei Dynasty

In 1978, after the Cultural Revolution was over, Chinese
universities resumed postgraduate recruitment. Without a
university degree, Li Ping was accepted by Shanxi University.
After receiving his master’s degree in the ancient history of
China, he went on to pursue a PhD degree in history at Peking
University. After graduation, he successively served as head
of the Research Office at Peking University Library, director
and PhD supervisor of the Institute of Chinese History at

the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, and professor of
history at Zhejiang University and the South China Normal
University.

Over the past decade, Li Ping has focused on the history of
the Northern Wei, which many historians consider a tough nut
to crack. He is determined because he believes the Northern Wei
has left behind a wealth of cultural heritage. After many years
of field research, he wrote a book entitled The Pingcheng Era
in the Northern Wei Dynasty, filling the gap in this historical
period.

One history book changed Li Ping’s life, and we hope his
encounter with UM, which led him to Macao, a city with a

rich historical heritage, can stimulate more inspirations for his

future studies.

ERERBARNIRER (BArREHE:2E)
Li Ping studies the Gaxian Cave stone inscriptions dating back to the
Northern Wei dynasty (picture courtesy of Li Ping)

% » | Text and photo: Ella Cheong
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Miracles Unwritten
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Vice Minister of Science and Technology of the People’s
Republic of China Cao Jianlin visited UM on 25 September

@ 4 o 3 o :  and praised UM for using the state key laboratories and
A7 DORMES c DEEEAERK  MBRAMALE o =47 ¢ the four Chinese-speaking territories (mainland China,
BPo 4 owh & O HR B e : P FRNETH RERQRESFFRNGE  BERLE Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan) as a platform to increase
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: The sunshine and flowers outside my window
: stirred something inside me, so | wrote this

D IR -

| wrote this poem at 4:22am on 11 August

: 2012. The gain and loss of life depend on our
: ! efforts, but also depend on chances and luck
: that happen to come our way. Looking back,
¢ | am filled with all sorts of emotions. But |

: i can’t re-write the past. | can only look to the
! ! future in search of inner peace. Thankfully,

: ! the miracles of tomorrow are still unwritten. |
: ! promise | will shape my own destiny, and let
! the knowledge of that be the solace to my soul

international collaboration, efficiency and impact.
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UM’s Faculty of Law and the National Prosecutors College of
P.R.C. co-launched a legal specialists training programme in
order to nurture high-calibre legal specialists and to promote a
better development of the judicial system in Macao SAR.

! ! when | reach the end of this journey.
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: Magic of the Moonlit Night

: =M1 (Zhang Maoyu), ICMS
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: There's nothing like unexpectedly catching

: sight of the splendid, dazzling beauty of the
: fireworks on an early autumn night, which

touches a tender part of my heart.
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Corner of the Campus
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“Love Forward” Used Book Charity Sale

HBEABRBERRE

Impression of UM
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: All of a sudden, a bolt of lightning rips across
the sky. Caught in the street lamps, the

: ! sheeting rain appears like a working loom.

} . The bridge in the distance turns into a fuzzy

i rice paper painting of neon lights. | catch

i the fireworks in profile and I'm instantly

s transported back to those bygone days when

: 1 hid behind the safety of my parents’ back,

' and my heart aches. Sometimes memories burn
! 1 without warning.
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© | f# (Jason Xu), FBA

Sometimes we just need to give a little love, and those less fortunate can have a
brighter future to look forward to. Perhaps that is the reason why an UM alumnus co-organized a “Love Forward” used book
charity sale with UM’s Alumni Association. They hoped to raise people’s awareness of the plight of impoverished children in

mainland China through charity sale of used books and presentations on the difficulties endured by those children. The three-day
charity sale sold over seven hundred used books and raised HKD 21,660. All the proceeds will be donated to Bond, a charity in

Hong Kong, to help impoverished children to pay for tuition fees and living expenses.
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Prof. Li Ping from the Faculty of Social Sciences and
Humanity has been appointed by the Social Science Academic
Press (SSAP) as a chief researcher in the discipline of history.
“Chief Researcher” is the highest position at the Chinese
Academy of Social Sciences (CASS) for the Philosophy

and Social Sciences Innovative Projects. Prof. Li is the first
chief researcher appointed in the history discipline since the
founding of CASS and SSAP.
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Prof. Robert Kegan of Harvard Graduate School of Education,
a world-renowned developmental psychologist and master in
institutional change, was invited by the Asia-Pacific Academy
for Economics and Management and UM’s Faculty of
Business Administration, Faculty of Education and Faculty of
Social Sciences and Humanities, to give a talk on “Immunity
to Change”, on 17 September.
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UM Students’ Union and UM Postgraduate Association called
on students and faculty to commemorate the eighty-first

anniversary of the “September 18 Incident”. Participants paid
tribute to the memory of those who sacrificed in the incident.
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The Faculty of Science and Technology won two out of
the five best paper awards at the International Conference
on Digital Information Management 2012. Dr. Si Yain
Whar and master’s student Tang Rui won the “Best Paper
Award, Researcher, Theoretical Contribution” and “Best
Student Award, Master student, Theoretical Contribution”
respectively.

[l Edited and photo by: Veronica Tang
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New Campus Expected to Be Put Into
Operation Next Autumn
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The new campus is being constructed at full throttle.
However, the tunnel incident has had an impact on the
preparatory work for the relocation. The new arrangement of
UM is to have some UM staff move to the new campus first in
April 2013 for post-delivery cleaning up, quality inspection,
testing, furnishing, equipment installation, etc. UM will work
with the SAR government to try to put the new campus nto
operation next autumn.
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New Campus Live on
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9:30am
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Getting Ready
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Photographer Kidonis goes
through his accoutrements one last
time: camera, safety cap, spiked

shoes, safety vest and bottled
water. Yep, all set. Time to go!
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Car Arrives at Construction Site

10:00am
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Everywhere construction workers are busy with their task at

hand. Steel structure works and installation of steel support
frames of curtain walls for the stadium have been completed.

Walk through a long, narrow corridor and we are greeted by a
50-metre swimming pool. Water pumping and pipeline laying
have been basically completed.

11:30am
B/ SE&) [ Student Activity Centre
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The car drives from south to north,
passing the residential college

L Text: Ella Cheong

lé# Photo: Kidonis Ng

Camera

. you know that the pictures and videos about the new
D campus construction progress you see on a regular
basis were taken and made by our photographer colleague?
Rain or shine, every two or three days our colleague went to
the training ground of the Academy of Public Security Forces,
the A-Ma Cultural Village, the Waste Water Treatment Plant
and the new campus construction site on Hengqin Island to
take pictures, in order not to miss any shots worth sharing.
Look, here he goes again.

area, the staff residential area, the faculty area, the temporary
workers residential area, and stops at the Student Activity
Centre, where external wall plastering and installation of
aluminium plates and cable tray system on the second level
are in progress.

11:50am

=8 Library
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The library will be a landmark
building on the new campus. Stand
on the square in [ront of the library and look around, and one
can’t help but imagine what it would be like with the comings
and goings of staff, students and visitors.

EHFRE EBERM

Leaving Construction Site for Macao

3:00pm

EXKEEBRRE

Rooftop of the Waste Water Treatment Plant
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Now we arrive at the Waste Water
Treatment Plan that looks across
the new campus construction site.

4:15pm
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A-Ma Cultural Village
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#HiREHZD
New Campus Updates
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Installation of stone curtain walls for the library is in progress

After a bumpy ride on snaking
mountain roads, we arrive at the
A-Ma Cultural Village. From the
corridor on the first floor of the
A-Ma Temple, we could get a
bird’s eye view of the new campus
buildings.

5:00pm

B RZHE B F2RRE RS
Training Ground of the Academy of Public
Security Forces
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There are no fences around here, so it really takes guts to
2o up there. We have witnessed how an expanse of plantain

plants gradually turning into a new campus, and we are eager
to witness its completion.

5:30pm

= 5[[O 3 Return
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Dusk is descending. Let’s conclude today’s work with a
picture of the new campus bathed in sunset.

(RANEERELERZENTBRNS
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My UM aims to cover stories about ordinary UM members

we work or study with. If you happen to know such stories,
please feel free to share with us.
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