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Monologue of an‘Exam Paper
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I'mian exam paper. Some like:me. Some hate me. Some fear me. But:few caniescape me. Even fewer

know how!l'was born. My birthiwas a.complex and hush-hush processithat/beganiin someone’s head.
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Dacky (left) and Brother Pang have witnessed the birth of countless
exam papers
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Questions Always Stranger than
Prediction

Questions are what ['m made up of. When it comes to
devising exam questions, different teachers have different
preferences. Some like to push the students’ limits by
packing a paper with three hundred multiple-choice
questions to be finished within three hours, while some
are obviously believers in “Less [s More™ and make those
used to predicting exam questions break out in a cold

sweat with a “single-question™ exam paper.

Printing Room Up Close

After questions are finalized, a draft paper will be sent to
the Printing Room located on the basement second floor
of the Silver Jubilee Building, either in soft copy or hard
copy, for printing. But before printing starts, staff there
will do a final check to make sure everything is right. As
Brother Pang, who I heard has been working in the
Printing Room for twenty-seven years, will tell you, this
procedure is absolutely necessary, because he once
intercepted a sheet containing model answers tucked
inside exam papers, which was clearly a careless mistake
by a forgetful teacher. His interception successfully
prevented the model answers’ infiltration into the
classroom. In fact, the whole printing process is closely
monitored to avoid disclosure, and all staff having access
to the exam papers strictly follow the principle of
confidentiality.
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Major Milestones in My Life :
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Everyone needs a companion, and so do I. I'm never

Teacher devising
questions

Printing Stapling

complete without an answer booklet, the printing of
which is also the job of the Printing Room. When exam
dates approach, printing staff work day and night in the
company of humming printers and photocopiers rattling
out exam papers and answer sheets non-stop. To reduce
paper consumption and therefore cost, staff use A3
papers for printing and cut them into A4 size afterwards
with a paper cutter. After being stapled together and
sealed, exam papers and answer booklets in boxes the
size of cargo containers are delivered to various

faculties.

My Hiding Place

Sorry, my hiding place is a top secret disclosed only on
a need-to-know basis. But I can tell you this much: after
receiving the exam papers from the Printing Room,
faculty staff will do a final check and verify the quantity
before they place all the papers in “a safe place”. On the
exam day, invigilators will serve as our close-protection
bodyguards and escort us to the exam venue where we

make our public appearance for the first time.
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Answer sheets used to be stapled manually in the absence of
advanced printing equipment
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Language Learning Is Hard?
Not If You Follow Hari’s Way!
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Inside a café sat a young couple. Out of pure boredom, they were judging every customer entering the café,

when a handsome foreign man emerged.

Girl: Wow, he’s so cute! *@o@*

Boy: Shhhh! He could hear you! *_>"

Girl: Oh relax! He can't understand Mandarin. =*_*=

Then, the foreign man called out something to his companion in fluent Mandarin and walked away,

leaving the girl with her jaw on the ground.
Have you had any embarrassing experience like this?
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Hari and his wife's adopted twins were able to speak fluent English in less
than a year
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|n this increasingly globalized world, many people know
several languages. In fact, some of the foreign teachers
and students on our campus speak far better Chinese than
native Chinese speakers. Meet Hari, an Indian-born
translation teacher from the Department of English, who
has been working at UM for seven years. If you listen to
Hari speak Mandarin without seeing his face, you would
think he is some Chinese news broadcaster from CCTV.

Learning Chinese Like Crazy

“Tiananmen Square please, Comrade.” “Comrade?
Nobody uses that word anymore.” This interesting
dialogue occurred during Hari’s first visit to China in
1997. He addressed the taxi driver as “comrade” to be
friendly, only to be teased by the driver. It was hardly his
fault though. When he was studying Chinese in India, he
only had four text books which were photocopies and full
of outdated words and phrases like “comrade” and
“people’s commune”. Hari describes the learning
environment as very poor. He recalls that there were only
a little over a hundred Chinese people in the whole India.
With few opportunities to meet Chinese people and see
Chinese words, Hari had to invent ways to practice

Chinese. During his first two university years, he talked to

himself in Mandarin every day like crazy, and parroted
after news broadcasters on CCTV. It was not easy but
Hari never felt it was a burden, because, says Hari, “I was
madly in love with the language. The best way to learn a
language is to immerse yourself in the environment and
have exposure to the language through different channels.
To put it simply, you can’t say what you haven’t heard,
and you can’t write what you haven’t read.” Hari
encourages students to make good use of UM’s
multi-lingual environment for language learning.

Don’t Multi-task

“Language learners tend to be over-ambitious in that they
want to attend to several things at once, such as
pronunciation, grammar and sentence structure, not
knowing by doing that they are only distracting
themselves,” says Hari. “It’s tiring to multi-task. Don’t do
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Tell Us Your Story

that. Just pay attention to one thing at a time.” Hari says
that studies have shown that different languages occupy
different regions of the human brain after a
“guess-and-struggle” process, so he strongly advises
language learners to avoid using bi-lingual dictionaries
which make the brain associate each foreign word with an
equivalent in the learner’s mother tongue. It’s also
important not to limit language learning to text books.
Hari advises language learners to watch foreign movies at
least once a week and watch foreign TV programmes for
at least half an hour a day, without looking at the
subtitles. “You may feel bored from incomprehension at
first, but if you keep doing it for several months, you’ll
start to see the results. Language acquisition is a process
of accumulation. You can’t master it overnight,”
concludes Hari from his first-hand experience.

Life-changing Posters

Hari has loved languages since childhood. Sometimes he
tuned out the teachers in class and doodled the names of
his classmates in different languages (did one of the
names belong to a girl he had a secret crush on?). In the
1980s, Jackie Chan and Bruce Lee’s movies were all the
rage in India. As many Indians were captivated by the
charisma of the movie stars, Hari was fascinated with the
Chinese words on those movie posters and dreamed about
decoding the mysterious and beautiful language some day.
To make his dream come true, Hari studied Chinese for
his bachelor’s degree, and due to his outstanding
performance, he was recommended by the State Education
Commission of PRC (the predecessor of the Ministry of
Education) to study ancient Chinese in Beijing for one
year. Now, the most enjoyable thing for him is to be able
to make a career out of his interest.

Do you still think learning a foreign language is hard?
Well, it doesn’t have to be. Follow Hari’s way, and you
can also succeed!
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A handmade gift by Hari’s students
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UM’s Got Talent
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s all fathers

‘A Happy Father’s Day!
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Drink Your Way to Straight A’s BB BiRE -

Procrastination, lack of sleep, difficulty concentrating, . !
nervousness... Many students display these symptoms with the : UM Attaches Importance to Moral Education

approach of report deadlines and end-of-term examinations. & i During the first half of this year UM held a series of student development activities with
Wishing to ]:}elpf, the Students’ Uniqn earlier set up a booth on > the theme being “Whole Person Development in Character and Expertise”, including the
campus to distribute free energy dl":nks S0 stu’dents can recharge ) : formulation and release of Rules on Handling Student Academic Dishonesty and various
itolhe Syt D, (OFF oM Ml ey sy 1) i i . ; seminars and workshops on moral education. These activities received enthusiastic

A’s” is just a good wish, but who cares? The small yet caring 5 ; :
gesture itself is invigorating enough. responses from students, UM’s top management, alumni, and members of the public.
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New Campus Update
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War Room
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New Campus Workgroups
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Relocation to the new campus is a huge, complex project. To make sure everything goes smoothly,
UM has set up various workgroups to handle tasks before, during and after the relocation.
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Clear Division of Work

After the new campus project was approved, UM actively
cooperated with the government and contractor and
provided feedback on design and construction, and in the
meantime set up various workgroups to make
preparations for relocation. There is a clear division of
work between different workgroups: including risk
management and emergency response, budgeting for
relocation and new campus operation, staffing and
training, new campus management plan, on-campus
population, commercial district and shops, interior
decoration (furniture and equipment), relocation and
space allocation, transportation and staff accommodation,
medical service and system, new campus naming, sports
facilities, administrative support for residential colleges,
and coordination of follow-up decoration and low
voltage facilities installation.

Coordination Very Challenging

The new campus workgroups have been very busy and
encountered many difficulties over the past year. For
instance, the workgroup on interior decoration needed to
make an inventory of the university’s existing properties,
prepare furnishing guidelines for new campus offices and
dormitories, and buy new furniture and equipment for the
new campus, in addition to completing the installation
and allocation of over 100,000 pieces of furniture and
equipment within just nine months. Imagine the
difficulty in coordination!

Reorganizing Workgroups

There are only six months to go before the new campus
is finally built. This June UM reorganized the thirteen
workgroups into seven, namely Workgroup on Risk
Management, Workgroup on Relocation (with
Workgroup on Space Allocation and Workgroup on New
Campus Taking-over under it), Workgroup on

E15# Translator: Ruby Chen

Post-delivery Projects Management, Workgroup on
Furniture and Miscellaneous Facilities, Workgroup on
Commercial District & Outlets, Workgroup on Trial Use
and Workgroup on Transportation.

Make Full Preparation for Relocation
The Workgroup on Post-delivery Projects Management
plays an important role in making sure that the new
campus operates smoothly after its delivery to UM. It
needs to carry out a series of coordination work for the
public learning space, laboratories, wireless Wifi
network, air-conditioning system, telephone service, and
so on, immediately after the delivery. Preparatory work is
already underway. To ensure that commercial services
and food outlets can begin operation in 2013 as
scheduled, the Workgroup on Commercial District &
Outlets earlier issued an invitation to tender for shops in
the commercial district.

UM has set up a window-less War Room on the second
floor of Tai Fung Building, with one wall full of
construction progress charts. The workgroups meet in the
War Room from time to time to report work progress or
brainstorm solutions when anyone encounters some
tricky problems.
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Buildings on the New Campus (16)
X8R HENEER - IHEEEMK

Faculty of Arts, Faculty of Social Sciences,
and Faculty of Business Administration
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Lower left: Faculty of Business Administration; upper right:
Faculty of Arts and Faculty of Social Sciences
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The three faculties will be located on the same island,
and the three complexes will be adjacent to one another.
The faculties will have between three and five storeys.
There will be faculty offices, classrooms, research
centres, laboratories and various kinds of auxiliary
rooms. The three faculties will share outdoor spaces and
facilities to create a comfortable and quiet learning and
teaching environment.
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My UM aims to cover stories about ordinary UM
members we work or study with. If you happen to know
such stories, please feel free to share with us.
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