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A Different Congregation

SEMBXBEMHERSR 25— B s A 27 BERE
ESSREHEET £ REStLEM0 Bt RS
A BEREERSR: $= F24LARERE &
M EFEHEEREESEREE > FOAETLIER—
2HBER - RBASRANEFERETALLE BN
EREEZESAEHERENSL » XEBRIEM M2
ERRIZN  BUEASEEETFREMYE

EXRRERB—F-ENAEE  2REHE  TEAEH
HERSEEAREXRLNRE  FARALRAREEE
BHEEEt s EERERES  REEET S FESE B
FEE ER BREREBZRABHNSHE - ZIEREH
RO SENEXURETARELENSBERE
EATARE « REMAREHE @ FRERNREMICE A
2% - TREFRE  LEsus eSS FRES
SERMSAEEBEABRE RRFBRIARINE
A

What's special about this year’s congregation? First of all, it
will be held on 27 May, earlier than previous years, in
Macau East Asian Games Dome. Second of all, at this
year's congregation, only bachelor’s degrees will be
presented. Presentation of master’s and PhD degrees will
be held at the end of the year following usual practice.
Third, there will be performances by students. Fourth,
there will be refreshments and several photo-taking spots
to facilitate photo-taking and get-togethers. Staff of the
University of Macau (UM) have put a lot of thought into
this year's congregation, hoping that more students,
including those who are going to study abroad or return to
mainland China, can participate in this big event.

The annual congregation is an important university-level
event that involves everyone. The Academic Affairs Office
is mainly responsible for arrangement of the ceremony and
graduates. The Information and Public Relations Office
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Here Comes Graduation Again

handles venue design as well as guest and media
reception. The Campus Management Office takes
responsibility for audio-related issues and technical
support. Of course, apart from the above-mentioned
departments, many staff from various faculties and other
departments are also involved. Registrar Paul Pang said
that UM’s Symphonic Band and UM Choir will perform at
this year’'s congregation to show participating students,
parents and guests how versatile UM students are. “Also,
at this year’s congregation, we will have a band perform
live music, as opposed to recorded music at past
congregations, as the procession enters the venue, to
create a better atmosphere,” said Mr. Pang.
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Registrar Paul Pang hopes that more
teachers and students can participate in
this year’s congregation.
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Chairman of the Graduation
Committee Zico, who is a year-4
student of the Department of
English.

EREZRERABHN

The Graduation Committee
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How Were the Colours of the Graduation Hood
Determined?
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Why Does One Wear a Cap at Graduation?
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As UM staff are preparing for the congregation, UM's
Graduation Committee (GC) is busy organizing photo-
taking and the get-together dinner for graduating
students. GC has more than thirty members, each
representing an academic major and each with a different
responsibility. Zico, a year-4 student of the Department
of English, is this year’s chairman of GC. Zico said that
because this year’s congregation will be held earlier than
usual, GC is working on a very tight schedule. “We
expect that about 300 students will attend this year’s
congregation,” said Zico. “For environmental protection,
we have decided to forego the commemorative album,
because it seems a bit of a waste spending a lot of money
producing a commemorative album now that the Internet
is highly developed.”

As the graduation date is approaching, Zico feels it is
difficult to say goodbye to his university life. “I’'m already
missing my schoolmates with whom |'ve spent so much
time together,” said Zico. “We all know that after
graduation we may never have the chance to see each
other again, especially those who are going abroad or
back to mainland China. So we are trying to spend as
much time as possible with our friends during these
precious remaining days.”
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8 F 93 = Photo Sharing P3
FF{F 77 2 / Twins

¥ [E] — £ Corner of the Campus  P3
AiBRE = % 4 [ Fun Numbers

MREMZD P4

New Campus Updates

Fi: T /EG 1T / Preliminary Schedule
for Relocation to the New Campus

B R HBERRNEE
B E

If you have any interesting stories about UM,
please feel free to share with us.

EFI L8 Hotline: (853) 83974323
£ 8 Emnil: iprpublication@umac.mo
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My UM'’s editorial team wishes to dedicate this article to all mothers at UM. Haff)g beﬁ?r’q Dag/ :
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e and atiwork, which is the best “teaching by example” to her daughter.
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Auntie Sao is a hard-working person, both
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Auntie Sao is a cleaning worker at the University of Macau (UM). It’s been twenty-four years
since she joined UM in 1987. Maybe you think that ordinary people like Auntie Sao are
nothing to write home about. But as a mother, she definitely deserves to be praised. Her

greatness lies in her determination to use her meager salary to support her daughter’s study in

UK, where tuition fees alone cost more than 300,000 patacas a year.
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"When | grow up, | want to study in the UK!”
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Auntie Sao grew up in a poor family, with barely
enough food to eat and clothes to wear. Going to
school was a luxury her parents couldn’t afford. After
moving to Macao from mainland China, she joined
the University of East Asia, the antecedent of UM,
with a monthly salary of a little more than 1,000
patacas.

“I got pregnant with my second daughter at the age of
39, in the second year after | started to work at UM,”
recalled Auntie Sao. Coming when Auntie Sao was at
a relatively older age, the second daughter was the
apple of her eye. The girl was also very good and
liked to read even as a child. “When she was three
years old, one day she suddenly said to me: ‘Mommy,
when | grow up, | want to study in the UK,"” recalled
Auntie Sao. “Can you believe that—a three-year-old
child being that “ambitious”? Boy, was | surprised
and happy!”
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A Decision Made Through Tears
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Auntie Sao’s daughter was always at the top of her
class, and as she neared high school graduation, the
girl once again talked about her wish to study in the
UK, to which Auntie Sao answered through tears:
“Honey, you know how much | too want this to
happen, but | am just a low-paid worker, and your
daddy is just a construction worker. Where are we
going to find a million patacas as your tuition fees?”
Feeling as if a life-changing opportunity was slipping
through their fingers due to lack of money, the
mother and the daughter held each other and
dissolved into a fresh round of sobs.

But the story doesn’t end here. Auntie Sao and her
husband decided that no matter how difficult, they
would make their daughter’s dream come true, even
if that meant they had to tighten their own belts. “In
order to scrape together enough money, | lost ten
pounds. We sold our apartment for about 600,000
patacas. We dug into our savings. My husband and |
have not travelled in years. We eat simple, and we
avoid all unnecessary spending,” said Auntie Sao.
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Parents are Children’s Best Teachers
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(Left)Auntie Sao's family members are very close to one
another, with no generational gap.
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(Right)Auntie Sao's daughter does very well in school. The
principal of her high school in the UK once visited Auntie Sao
to ask her how she has raised such a brilliant daughter.
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Auntie Sao’s daughter knows how much her parents
have sacrificed for her. She is now a diligent student
of economics at a renowned university in the UK, and
she hopes to pursue a master’s degree at the
University of Cambridge, so that one day she can be a
useful person to society and repay her parents.
Despite the girl’s insistence to work part-time to ease
her parents’ burden, Auntie Sao was even more
insistent and told her daughter to “concentrate on
study when you have the chance” and “leave money-
making to us for the time being.”

Auntie Sao teaches her children to be diligent and
hard-working by her own example. “I didn’t receive
much education, but I'm very strict with theirs,” said
Auntie Sao. “When they were young, | used to hold
their hands and taught them how to write. During my
years working at UM I've also participated in many
in-house trainings and I've done quite well. Children
don’t learn from what parents preach but from what
they do.”
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3rd Annual Conference of the World Accounting
Frontiers Series
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If you work, study or live on campus, there are some important numbers that OAEE
you must know about. Academic grades are just one of them. Here is a quick . : : _
test. Do you know how many ATMs there are on campus? The answer is four. P2 [ 2 5 M /FST Final Year Praject Exhibition
They are located on the ground floor of the Tai Fung Building, the first floor of ®4 june
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The 3rd Asian Pacific Problem Gambling and Addictions
Conference - Responsible Gambling: Global Experience, Local

the Silver Jubilee Building, the ninth floor of the East Asia Building, and the
entrance to the Café E.S.Kimo. Ladies and gentlemen, prick up your ears and
learn this information by heart, so next time you want to bang the bricks you
know the nearest spot to run to.

Practice
There is another fun figure I’ll bet one pataca that you don’t know. Do you ©3-10 June
know how many bathrooms there are on the campus? The answer is 594, and BB an T Ews
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there is always one close to you! International Conference on System Science and Engineering
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Preliminary Schedule for Relocation to the New Campus
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Rome wasn't built in a day. Neither can the new campus. It
takes three years of hard work. Now design of the main
buildings on the new campus is almost completed. Interior
design and landscape design are ongoing. The University
of Macau (UM) is now preparing for relocation. Which
department will be the first to move? What are the specific
dates and arrangements of the relocation?
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Establishing a Management Structure to Follow
Up on New Campus Construction
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UM learned about the central government’s approval of the
new campus project on 27 June 2009. In September of the
same year UM established a management structure for the
new campus project (NCP), which consists of UM’s top
management, staff, students and alumni. The NCP Team
shoulders important responsibilities, including collecting
internal and external members’ requirements about the
new campus, and collecting and proposing resolutions and
suggestions about the new campus for consideration by the
SAR government. In February 2011, the NCP management
structure was adjusted in order to make relocation,
budgeting and human resource allocation more smooth
and efficient when the new campus is completed in two
years. The SAR government, the owner of the project, has

also established a three-tier management structure for
NCP, with each tier led by Secretary for Transport and
Public Works of Macao SAR Lau Si lo, Chief of the Office
of the Secretary for Transport and Public Works of Macao
SAR Wong Chan Tong, and Assistant Coordinator of the
Infrastructure Development Office of Macao SAR Chau Vai
Man, respectively.
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Relocation To Be Carried out in Three Phases
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According to the preliminary plan, relocation to the new
campus will be carried out in three phases. The first-phase
trial operation period is from 21 December 2012 to
March 2013, with focus mainly on office equipment,
campus security, cleaning, repair, networks and
telecommunication systems. The second-phase trial
operation period is from February 2013 to June 2013, with
focus mainly on dormitories for postgraduate students,
residential colleges, staff dormitories, sports facilities, and
the central business zone. The third-phase full relocation
period is from June 2013 to September 2013, with focus
mainly on faculties, libraries and other units and facilities.
The bulk of the relocation will be arranged in the summer
vacation in order to minimize the disruption to staff and
student work.

The construction of the new campus and the subsequent
relocation are a huge, complex project. But nothing is too
hard for a willing heart. As long as all UM members work
together, we are sure to complete the new campus and the
relocation according to plan.
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New Campus Snapshot
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Construction of the basement floor for the two

landmark buildings (the central classroom building
and the university library)
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Buildings on the New Campus (5)
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Student Activity Centre
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The student activity centre will be located to the south of the central
classroom building, at the centre of the faculty zone.
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The student activity centre will be located to the south of
the central classroom building, at the centre of the main
axis of the new campus and the faculty zone. The student
activity centre will consist of two parts: an activity centre
for students, as the name suggests, and a performance
centre. The student activity centre will house offices and
conference rooms of the Students’” Union as well as offices
of the Student Affairs Section. It will provide an ideal
venue for organizing student activities, events and
conferences. There will also be various service facilities
and shops. The lively interior design and the flexible space
partitioning aim to facilitate student interaction.

The student activity centre will be a three-storey building.
The performance centre will have a seating capacity of
250. Outdoor space will be fully utilized and cleverly
designed to allow students to carry out colourful outdoor
activities such as performances and exhibitions.
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Perspective drawing (night view) of the student activity centre




